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CORRESPONDENCE

mercury, which are abbreviated 37 mmHg' or rarely ““37 mm Hg,”
but never “37mm Hg.”" The reason, of course, is that the Centigrade
scale (1'C") directly modifies the temperature unit (“*°"), which in
turn modifies the numeral. The Council of Biology Editors* and the
International Union of Physiological Sciences Thermal Commission®
both designate *37°C™ as the proper format.

Requiring a space between the “°*" and “C" characters produces
ambiguity and confusion in the case of compound units. Consider
the expression for the coefficient of heat transfer, having the units
JesTtem™2.°CTY If written JesT'em™2-° C7Y, the integrity of the
expression is lost, potentially confounding both the meaning and
the reader. Adding to the confusion, the term “C™'"" appears so sep-
arate from the rest of the expression that typesetters sometimes in-
terpret it as a discrete term and place it on a separate line or as the
beginning of a new sentence.

Having established that the term ““°C" is a unit, this leaves the
matter of whether the degree symbol or a space should follow the
numeral—degree or not degree, that is the question. The journals
publishing most thermoregulatory rescarch (i.e., Journal of Applied
Physiology, American Journal of Physiology, Journal of Thermal
Biology, Aviation Space and Environmental Medicine) lcave no
space between the numeral and degree symbol, Z.e., they format “°C”
and “%* similarly (37°C or 4%). Other journals leave a space between
numeril and degree, treating “°C* as they do units such as “‘kcal”
(37 °C or 14 kcal). Either is acceptable, although I prefer the former.

In summary, I urge ANESTHESIOLOGY to format temperature units
properly, just as *“The heavens themselves, the planets, and this center,
Observe degree, priority, and place.”*®
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In Reply:—Sessler is both correct and persuasive, and henceforth
the Journal will designate temperature as —°C rather than _° C.
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