EDITORIAL

THE IMMEDIATE POST-WAR PERIOD—BOTH A CHALLENGE
AN OPPORTUNITY TO ANESTHESIOLOGY
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THE war has been won since our last issue appeared. Science, together with ip-
dustry and most of the essential pursuits, may now be redirected from the d%-
struction of man toward his preservation. Medical science, as well as industry,
now requires careful study and ma t to cope ifully with the situs-
tion designated by what has become the keynote of the times—reconversiof.
Anesthesiology, as a newer, but increasingly important segment of medicine, wil
encounter all the inherent problems of the entire field. Tt is natural, too, that

additional problems will have to be met, problems indigenous to a line of e
deavor recently established, without precedents and heritages to which to returis.
The period now before us, embracing essentially many of the opportunities gt
beginning anew, will offer to us a eritical period which is fertile ground for poss
bilities of increasing our service to medicine as a whole. Therefore, the time i
mediately before us will be a challenge to the leaderships among us, and to the
cooperative action of all members of our national organization. The problex@
and opportunities of the immediate future must not be dismissed lightly. o
It could not come within the scope of a mere editorial to consider all the dg
cisions now facing us. Among the more important is the opportunity for i
creased service both to patients and the profession as a whole. Before the waRk
such aetivities as gas and oxygen therapy, springing from the anesthesiologist’®
knowledge of gaseous exchange; therapeutic nerve block, because of training i

anatomy and regional anesthetic practices; the management of certain in

venous therapies, transfusions of blood and plasma; and others, gradually, ox&
by one, with logic and with seeming inclusive satisfaction, were periodically
added to the accepted and now required activities of our members. During waiR
time, the army found it feasible and efficient to place anesthesiologists in chargf
of operating pavilions. Because of our youth and opportunities, we should cor
tinue during the post-war period to be progressive. We should be alert to thg
possibilities of broadening our horizons toward studying and enlarging through
conscientious effort those aspects of medicine at present but slightly utilize‘gi
o

This should be part of our obligation, because of the basic scientific and techni
training necessary to apply anesthesiology. 2
The suceess of the specialty has been culminated by a series of phases, now
historical. It was initiated by a few pioneers who excelled in technical skill®
developed by obstinate application to & specialty rarely entered by men of visio
and capability, because it had temporarily contracted to a mere technical fiel
That this contracture was initiated, perhaps, largely through economic press
sure, is beside the point in this discussion. Sufficient to state that even th&
technical application of anesthesia suffered in the end, to the detriment of the
patient and surgical development. From this dark age, anesthesiology has risef®
to its present status, through the efforts of those in its ranks to learn, knowh
and to apply the knowledge provided by the basic sciences and the experimentad
laboratories, as well as from other clinical branches of medicine. Thus estabg,
lished, it is important to make certain again at this time that mere technical skll§
alone (although vastly important to the preservation of human life, and thereS
fore not to be minimized) should never be the sole goal or requirement for the;
designation of anesthesiologist.
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There is little ground for disputing the fact that the field for the applicatiom
of the specialty will now be materially expanded, calling for larger numbers of
capable anesthesiologists than perhaps can now be supplled This mclude&
opportunities both real and acknowledged, as well as only potential in chara(‘.\
ter for the time being. A portion of these opportunities will be accepted bg
personnel to be dischar"ed from the armed forces when circumstances permil
Many more will need to be trained. The mechanisms of bringing to institutiong
men’ whose abilities are commensurate with the requirements, and of encourags:
ing the training of others, can be aided to a great extent by our national otgg
canization. We hope and believe this will be dome. The American Society of
.\uesthesio]ogists has now grown to the point where it can and should be n&
small factor toward assistance to its members and the whole future of the spé
cialty. Many men were hurriedly, technically trained to administer anesthetic;
during the war emergency. Many of these since have rendered service in valu
entirely out of proportion to their necessarily limited training. From presen
indications, a goodly proportion of these men will and should desire to continu
work in the specialty. They should be encouraged first to complete their basig
training immediately upon their discharge, and not commnit the error of missin®.
the most opportune time to prepare themselves adequately for the apphcatlon:
of anesthesiology according to present requirements. 5

Much has been written recently about the economic aspect of medicine in thg
future. It has been said repeatedly that there will be a change, but of what if
will consist, no one knows at the present time. Many anesthesxolorvlsts have
been dlsconteuted with the economic side of the speclalty as it now exists. IS-
has been repeatedly stated that from the point of services rendered, anesthesnob
ogists as a group have a rather dim expectancy for a financial return commenslg
rate with the physlcal efforts expended and the training, skill and knowledg&
required. It is true that there have been glaring examples of the utilization off
the activities of anesthesiologists for the ﬁmmclal return to others. This aspccg
at the present time requires ; careful thought and study by all concerned. If &
solution eannot soon be found, the specm]t\' will not attract sufficient numberg
of men mentally equipped to maintain a high standard of service. In futuré
discussions, the nghts of all should be Llearlv and frankly outlined, and neithe®
side should make exorbitant demands, nor give way-to unfair practices. It j
hoped that the American way, so successfully defended by our nation recentlyd
with its inherent love of fair play, will decide this and other problems after fre&
. and open discussion by both sides, fairly and equitably to the satisfaction of all®

Both challenges and opportunities offered by the immediate future can, an%
we think will, be s essful]y met by anesthesw]or'\' but only through clea
logical thmkmg andinmitigating application of effort of all concerned. Withip
the specialty, this ecalls for nctlon not only from the present officers and those i8
present leadership otherwise, but all in anthority intimately eoncerned with it®
application.
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