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disturbance during anaesthesia with
trichlorethylene. This anaesthetic pro-
duces rapid and shallow breathing
which is very readily reversible. We
have therefore investigated the effects
of trichlorethylene on the vagal affer-
ent systems, and have compared them
with those of other anaesthetics which
do not usually cause conspicuous respi-
ratory changes. . . .

““The effect of anaesthetics on the
pulmonary afferent nerve endings has
been investigated by recording action
potentials in vagal single fibre prepa-
rations.  All volatile anaesthetices
tested eaused an increase in the sensi-
tivity of stretch receptors. This oc-
curred in spinal cats ventilated arti-
ficially with constant volumes of air,
and also in decerebrate cats breathing
spontaneously. Cyclopropane and ni-
trous oxide caused hyperexcitability of
stretch endings throughout exposure.
Ethyl chloride, chloroform, .divinyl-
ether, ethyl ether and trichlorethylene
caused stimulation followed by paraly-
sis. Chloralose and nembutal ecaused
no stimulation but showed some de-
pression in large doses. The activity
of deflation endings was studied in
rabbits by selective blocking of the
vagal fibres and recording from a di-
aphragm slip preparation. Those de-
flation endings which produce accel-
eration of respiration in the rabbit
were first stimulated and then para-
lyzed by ether, whereas trichlorethyl-
ene caused prolonged. stimulation.”
23 references.
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ABSTRACTS

““The pilonidal sinus is an impor-
tant- and serious problem in the armed
forces because of its frequent occur-
rence, the prolonged period of hos-
pitalization sometimes following surgi-
cal procedures, and the number of re-
currences with or without surgical
treatment. Naval morbidity statistics
reveal that nearly as many sick days
are recorded for this disease as for
appendieitis. . . . Spinal anesthesia
with 100 milligrams of procaine is used
routinely with satisfactory resalts.
Loeal anesthesia is contraindicated
when closure is contemplated because
of the danger of spreading infection.”
26 references.
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Evererr, G. M., axp Ricnaros, R. K.:
Comparative Anticonvulsive Action
of 3,55-trimethylozazolidine-2,4-di-
one (Tridione), Dilantin and Pheno-
barbital. J. Pharmacol. & Exper.
Therap. 81: 402407 (Aug.) 1944

“‘WWe have investigated N-methylated
5-alkyl and 5,5-dialkyloxazolidine.2,4-
diones synthetized by Dr. M. A. Spiel-
man. . . . In this series the hypnotic
action is greatly reduced when the
alkyl radieals are small, and a definite
analgesic effect becomes apparent.
The present report concerns the
marked anticonvulsive properties of 3,
5,5-trimethyloxazolidine-2,4-dione (Tri-
dione) which was also found to be the
most potent analgesic in this group of
compounds. . . . Comparative experi-
ments with phenobarbital and dilantin
revealed that tridione is more ecom-
parable to phenobarbital in its action
but produces less depression in effect-
ive doses.”” 14 references.
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