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The authors who have contributed
generously to the anesthetic literature
during the past few years on the mer-
its of continuous caudal analgesia have
given this subject a major place in this
comprehensive compilation of methods
to provide pain relief during child-
birth. More than one fifth of the text
is devoted to discussions of this proce-
dure. In these pages, the advantages,
disadvantages, suecesses and failures,
as well as its technical application, are
ably set forth on the basis of the ex-
perience of the authors and their
students.

Included, also, is the entire field of
obstetric anesthesia which is intro-
duced by a brief seetion on anatomy
of the organs of parturition, followed
by a pharmacological diseussion of the
anesthetic agents that are and have
been employed. This section is illus-
trated by unique diagrams in color
prepared to illustrate a summation of
the organic effects of the agents listed.

The second part of the work is de-
voted to a brief history of pain relief

during childbirth, then a deseription
of technical procedures. The latter,
except for the continuous caudal tech-
nie, is epitomized to the extent that it
is almost a listing of methods.

There follow discussions, more accu-
rately obstetrieal in nature, such as
management of the third stage of la-
bor, eesarean section, management of
the puerperium. These diseussions in-
clude pain relief whenever it may be
applicable.

The final part of the text, thirty
pages, presents complications of preg-
naney and resuscitation of the new-
born. The latter does not contain a
comprehensive discussion of recent
work on this subject. The authors
have quoted frequently from others
who have written on all the subjeets
disecussed. A bibliography is ap-
pended to each section.

Tt seems obvious that the authors
have attempted to ‘‘coordinate and
correlate the analgesia, amnesia and
anesthesia in obstetric practice’” as ex-
pressed by Dr. Vaux in the Foreword.
Such an attempt could not possibly
reach completion in one or several
texts of this design. The work will
serve the medical student for orienta-
tion in the subjeet; it will provide the
busy obstetrician with a resume and
bibliography and the discerning anes-
thesiologist with a compilation brought
up to date on the merits and utiliza-
tion of continuous caudal anesthesia
for the control of pain in childbirth.

The publishers have produced an at-
tractive produet, using a high grade of
stock with a desirable format. The il-
lustrations are commendably repro-
duced.
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