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research in anesthesia. It does not provide answers to any of the four
specific items.

What this publication does do very well is present the difficulties
inherent in answering the above four questions. The questions on
the surface seem very appropriate and direct. The answers to these
questions are of extreme importance to the future of the specialty,
and for probably health care delivery overall. Unfortunately, an-
swers are at least partially obscured by a multiplicity of problems,
which are well described in this book.

The participants are from many disciplines, and a resulting
thorough and broad look at the problem is presented. I find the
book easily readable even though I am not versed in statistics or
epidemiology. I believe that as a result of reading this book I have
a far greater appreciation of the questions posed, and perhaps even
a deeper insight into the overall practice of anesthesia, For those
anticipating or even thinking about studies of the health care de-
livery of this specialty, or the future direction of the specialty, the
report of this symposium is a valuable background document.

Determination of the effect of anesthesia care on patient well-
being is an appropriate—in fact, laudable—goal. When one realizes
the difficulties in defining and measuring “anesthesia care” and “pa-
tient well-being” the difficulties are not surprising. The desire was
expressed in the introduction of the book that the conference
“. . . could continue in recess rather than evaporate the deter-
mination of this meeting.” Unfortunately, this has not happened.
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Laryngo-Tracheal Problems in the Pediatric Patient. Enrren sy
Geratd B. HeaLy anp Trevor J. 1. McGiL, Springfield, 11l
Charles C Thomas, 1979. Pages: 129. Price: $13.75.

This clinically oriented book is a collection of contributions from
19 noted experts in pediatric laryngotracheal disease and treatment.
The book is dedicated to the late Paul H. Holinger, M.D., and con-
tains a contribution from his work.

Thework isorganized in an easy-to-use format, progressing from
basic embryology with a clinical perspective through the differen-
tial diagnosis of upper airway obstruction to the various disease
entities that involve the upper and lower airways. The chapters are
written with a clinical direction, and are straightforward in ap-
proach. The last two chapters present panel discussions on the
management of acute inflammatory airway obstruction and the
management of the artificial airway in the pediatric patient. The dis-
cussions provide an excellent overview of many considerations in
the area of the pediatric airway and its disease management.

The entities of epiglottitis and acute laryngotracheobronchitis
are discussed in depth, in both the individual chapters and the
panel discussion.

This hook will provide clinicians in anesthesiology, otolaryn-
gology, pediatrics, and allied specialties with a good overview of
this most difficult and interesting arca.
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