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physical means to be the mean of their hydrogen ion
concentration and not the mean of their pH values.
I'm reminded of the statistician who drowned while
swimming in a Texas creek, the average depth of
which was 6 inches from one year to the next.
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Hazard Associated with New Foretrend® Anesthesia Machine

To the Editor:—During scheduled follow-up in-
spection of new equipment recently introduced to
clinical service, we found that the table-top surface of
a Foregger Foretrend gas machine had acquired a tilt,
sloping down from front to rear. When our other
identical units, placed in service at the same time, were
then examined, we found that three of the four shared
the same problem. The rear edge of the table top of
one machine had slipped down far enough to expose
both the upper and lower O-rings used to seal the
chrome vertical gas delivery tube, thereby allowing a
gas leak. This tube normally connects the right-hand
side of the back bar assembly to the plumbing below
the table top. The difficulty was traced to inadequate
tightening of the set screws that bind the table top
assemnbly to the vertical support posts. The combined
weightof the top itself, any equipment placed thereon,
and the suspended gas cylinders gradually pushed the
rear mounts lower and lower on the posts. Since the
vertical gas delivery tube uses an O-ring seal at both
ends, the distance between the two O-ring seats is
critical. When the table top assembly is displaced 1 cm,
both O-rings come out of their seats and aleak results.

~ We suggest that all Foregger Foretrend model
anesthesia machines now in use be carefully examined
to ensure that the table top is in the correct position,
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with the O-rings on the vertical gas delivery tube
properly seated within the hex nut on the table top and
in the aluminum block on the back bar, and that the
set screws holding the table top be checked forasecure
attachment to the vertical posts. Failure to achieve the
proper seal with both O-rings will allow a leak. Corre-
spondence with the manufacturer’s representative
suggests that this problem is less likely to occur in the
presence of the full drawer assembly option, asthe box
that houses the drawer slides serves as additional
mechanical support for the table top. Older models do
not share the problem, as the table top is held in
place by pins that transfix the posts, rather than by set
screws.
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Optimal Positioning for Cervical and Thoracic Operations

To the Editor: — The Relton-Hall scoliosis operating
frame* has achieved considerable popularity among

* Imperial Surgical Company, 3585 St. Clair Avenue, E., Scar-
borough, Ontario, Canada.

orthopedic surgeons and anesthesiologists. While
providing patient stability, it allows the anterior
abdominal wall to be free from external pressure,
thereby decreasing spinal venous plexus engorge-
ment. The height of the operating frame requires the
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