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Surgery of the Neonate. By Arxowp G. Coran, Doucras M.
BexreNDT, WitLiam H. WeiNTraun, anp Dexis C. Leg. Boston,
Little, Brown & Co., 1978. Pages: 272, Price $32.50.

As stated by the authors in their preface, the purpose of the book
is to describe the surgical management of neonates and infants only
as practiced in their institution. No atempt is made to discuss le-
sions not seen by them, and no effort is made to discuss in de-
wil all the lesions seen by them. Nevertheless, it is obvious that a
large variety of surgery is done in their clinic. The book touches
upon most, if not all, of the surgical problems that may be brought
to the attention of a pediatric surgeon.

The text consists of 20 chapters, some devoted to a specific
surgical problem (e.g., trachcostomy, esophageal atvesia, inguinal
hernia), others organized along the lines of regional anatomy
(e.g.. anomalies of the abdominal wall). There are three chapters on
surgery for congenital heart disease.

The writing is clear and succinet, the illustrations and the line
drawings succeed in presenting a clear picture of the disease proc-
ess and its surgical correction, even to those with litle training in
surgery. The drawings show the essential features of surgical tech-
nique without confysing the reader with unnecessary detail. No
time is devoted to historical aspects or extensive reviews of the
literature.

The chapter on anesthetic care, written by two anesthesiologists
(Waldman and Lieding), is a well-organized summary of what are,
essentially, basic principles of neonatal anesthesia. Their approach
to overall management conforms, more or less, to generally ac-
cepted standards of practice in other pediatric institutions. This
reviewer had one reservation—the doses of muscle relaxants
recommended in Table 1-2 seem somewhat high and could, in cer-
tain Sitations, lead to unwanted responses.

The chapter on pre- and postoperative care reviews the manage-
ment of various non-technical problems: fluid maintenance,
acid-base derangements, respiratory care (including discussion of
CPAP, PEEP, IMV), and parenteral nutrition. Of nccessity, the
discussion of each topic is somewhat schematic and occasionally
superficial.

On the whole, the authors have written an atlas-type text, which
is informative and easy to read. It could be a worthwhile addition
to the library of anyone who deals with surgical-related aspects of
neonatal care.

ERNEST SALANITRE, M.D.

Department of Anesthesiology

College of Physicians and Surgeons of Columbia University
New York, New York 10032

Monitoring Surgical Patients in the Operating Room. By J. S.
GRAVENSTEIN, RONALD S, NEWBOWER, ALLEN K. Ream, N. Ty
Ssti, AN Joun Baroen. Springfield, lilinois, Charles C
Thomas, 1979. Pages: 270. Price: $22.50.

This monograph is the result of a “*Workshop on Patient Monitor-
ing” held in Cleveland during April 1977. The participants in-
cluded many of the leading academic proponents of sophisticated
patient monitoring and representatives of industrial companies
interested in the field. The workshop was divided into four main
sections of four presentations, each of which is covered by a chap-
ter in the book. A synopsis of the discussion following cach pre-

semtation is given at the end of its chapter, and an overall sum-
mary of each main section is written by the sections organizer.

The first section covers current monitoring practices, the need

for monitoring, neuromuscular junction monitoring, and legal
implications of monitoring. The second section includes technical
trends, systolic time interval, EEG and respiratory monitoring.
The third section deals with computerized systems for anesthetic
administration, record keeping, and recording of physiologic
variables, and the final section considers the problems of tech-
nology transfer, patents, and the marketing of new devices.

Thought-provoking statements on monitoring are to be found
throughout the book. For example, it is asked whether the anes-
thesiologist, the patient, or both should be monitored. The artifice
of fixing the anesthesiologist to the patient with adhesive is sug-
gested as a possible substitute for electronic monitors, The principal
reason expressed for monitoring is the avoidance of disasters and
reduction in morbidity, and it is emphasized that monitoring
should provide early warning, so that action can be initiated in time
to prevent a calamity. High priority is assigned to measuring those
parameters which provide early indication of changes in patient
status. A criterion suggested for the utility of a monitor is whether
the information obtained would evoke action that would in-
fluence the management of the patient. Some interesting work is
reported on assessing whether new methods really do provide the
expected improvements in management. In addition, a number of
innovative recent developments and studies are described. The
improvement in patient safety by the use of electrically conductive
catheters is one of several noteworthy items.

The final chapters are well worth reading if one has a “pat-
entable idea” and feels that it is an easy and quick step from con-
ception to fortune. The viewpoints of government granting agencies,
universities, and profit and nonprofit corporations regarding pat-
enting and marketing new developments are expressed. The patent
policy of the University of California is discussed in detail, and it
could well become a model for other universities in this country to
follow.

Overall, the book does a fine job of introducing the reader to
the promises and pitfalls of advanced-technology monitoring. Com-
ments on the bookjacket not withstanding, this is not a general text
on the subject. It will be of more interest to academic and in-
dustrial researchers than to most practicing clinicians.

G. BasueIN, M.D,, Pu.D.

Roy W. MaRrTIN, PH.D.
Department of Anesthesiology, RN-10
University of Washington

Seattle, Washington 98195

Critical Care Medicine Manual. Eprrep sy M. H. WEIL anp P. L.
DaLuz. New York, Springer-Verlag, 1978. Pages: 370. Price:
$22.50.

The tremendous increase in the appetite (and obligation) of
physicians and others for continuing education programs is re-
flected in this book, which is a collection of expanded abstracts from
the thirteenth annual course in Critical Care Medicine sponsored
by the University of Southern California. It is designed to meet a
perceived demand for a permanent record of the material pres-
ented, and one is struck by the disparity between the quality of the
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contributors and that of their contributions. The abstracts or
chapters are in many instances very superficial and, at best, lead
onte to “wish I was there” to hear what was actually said. Having
leveled this criticism, however, I must admit that the task of produc-
ing a volume that would adequately address the wide range of situa-
tions requiring critical care is horrendous. The cditors assert, in
their preface, that “practical demands for carly publication have
preciuded detailed editing for style and even content.” The product
of such circumstances is interesting and, in parts, serves as a refer-
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ence source. However, the title is misleading, as it is not an adequate
guidebook to the management of the critically ill patient, despite its
38 chapters on a wide range of topics. '

H. Bagrrie Farrey, M.B., B.S.
Department of Anesthesia

University of Californiam, San Francisco
San Francisco, California 94110
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Advances in Pain Research and Therapy
Volume 2

John J. Bonica

Viutorio Ventafridda
(Editors)

New York 702
Raven Press
1979

$48.00

Basic neurophysiology, neuroanatomy and psychology of nociception, role and limits of treatment, analgesics, nerve blocks, ablative pragedures, augmentative

stimulating procedures, terminal care.

Neural Trauma A. John Popp New York 389 $32.00
(Seminars in Neurological Surgery) Robert S. Bourke Raven Press
Louis R. Nelson 1979
Harold K. Kimelberg
(Editors)
Blood flow, edema, monitoring, prognosis, trealment.
Computerized Tomography in Clinical Medicine Patricia Davison Laffey Philadelphia 57 $16.00
(Data Supplement) Wilbur W. Oaks Medical Directions, Inc.
R. Kumar Swami 1978
J. George Teplick
Marvin E. Haskin
Incidence of visualized brain lesions and correlation with presenting symptoms and signs.
Shock Trauma Manual William Gill Baltimore 283 $18.00
William B. Long Williams and Wilkins
1979
Practical guidelines for emergency resuscitation and initial treatment of victims of major trauma.
Correlative Neuroanatomy and Functional Joseph G. Chusid Los Altos, California 464 $12.00

Neurology
17th edition

Lange Medical Publications
1979

Structural and functional features of the central nervous system, pevipheral nerves and autonomic system relating to principles of nevrodiagnosis.

Cardiovascular Physiology for Anesthesiologists

Renald J. Gordon
Mark B. Ravin
George R. Daicoff |

Introduces current advances of special relevance to acute perioperative care.

The Heritage of Aviation Medicine

Robert J. Benford

A unique illustrated directory of historic objects related to flying health and safety.

Springfield, Illinois 209 $19.75
Charles C Thomas

Washington, D. C, 122 $4.50
Aerospace Medical Association

1979
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