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Les urgences en anesthésie et an réanimation. By C. CONSEILLER,
J. M. DESMONTS, P. GLASER, P. V1ARS, J. MONTAGNE, G.-G. NAHAs,
J. C. SALAMAGNE, aND G. VOURC'H. Paris, Librairie Arnette,
1978. Pages: 596. Price: PNS.

This volume contains 39 papers on emergencies in pediatrics,
thoracic surgery, neurosurgery, abdominal surgery, hypertension,
and vascular pathology.

The authors are anesthesiological and surgical experts in their
various fields, and the general quality of their writing is very high.
An outstanding chapter is the one on Pulmonary Burns, by Bans-
sillon, Marichy, Goudot, and Grozel.—B.R.F.

Médicine d’urgence. By ChH. VirenQue. C., H. U. Toulouse-Ran-
gueil (France), 1977. Pages: 235. Price: 25 French francs,

The field workers’ pocket guide to the essentials of management
of various emergencies, surgical and medical, is written in note-
book style. Numerous illustrations more than make up for the
economy of words, though not of ideas. The introductory outlines
of the bioenergetics of life and death do not suffice to explain the
basis of many of the procedures recommended. The book is in fact
full of wise counsel, but often dispensed almost ex cathedra without
adequate explanation of the rationale. It can be recommended
as an aide-mémoire.—B.R.F.

Neurotoxicology. Volume 1. EpITED BY L. Ro1zin, N. SHIRAKI, AND
N. Grecevic, New York, Raven Press, 1977. Pages: 658. Price:
$55.00.

This text is handsomely produced, which accounts for its remark-
ably high price. It is a multi-authored, multidisciplinary potpourri
of topics dealing with aspects of neurotoxicity. It is obviously the
product of some international conference which, strangely, is
never identified anywhere in the text; the reader is not even told
when the conference was held. Judging from the blbhographles
following the various “chapters,” one would guess that the con-
ference was held in 1976. It is hoped that failure to identify the
conference was not a deliberate oversight in an effort to mislead
the casual observer into believing that this is a book with a central
theme. It clearly is not. Like most such texts, there is an effort
to group various papers under major headings. This is as close
as anyone ever gets to any kind of organization. Superficially, two
of the nine sections would appear to be important to practicing
anesthesiologists. The first section, “Tranquilizers,” contains little
of interest for the anesthesiologist. The second section, “Narcotics
and Anesthetics,” contains only one article that has anything di-
rectly to do with anesthesia, this being the studies reported from
the University of Wisconsin concerning the neurotoxic effects
resulting from chronic exposure of rats to low concentrations
of halothane. This material has already been published in ANEs-
THESIOLOGY in the form of a Medical Intelligence article. It is
unfortunate that as presented in this text the authors tend to sensa-
tionalize the implications of their studies as they might apply to
the operating room. In the opinion of this reviewer they grossly
overstate the practical significance of their results. Since the two
sections that were antlcnpated to be of interest to anesthesiologists
turned out not to be, there is little point in commenting on the
remaining seven sections. The only bright light for this reviewer
was a six-page overview concerned with the blood-brain barrier

and certain pathologic aspects, written by Klatzo. The senior editor
has written both an introductory and a concluding chapter in an
apparent effort to tie the whole thing together. Because of the
diverse nature of the topics and the variability in style, quality,
and completeness that occurs from one article to the next, such
an effort at unification was doomed to failure. This book should
have been entitled “The Proceedings of " At least then
the interested reader would know what to expect when he picks
the book up.

Jounn D, MICHENFELDER, M.D,
Department of Anesthesiology
Mayo Clinic

Rochester, Minnesota 55901

Reviews in Perinatal Medicine. Volume 2. EpiTED BY E. M. Scar-
PELLI AND E. V. Cosmi. New York, Raven Press, 1977. Pages:
406. Price: $27.50.

There are few fields in medicine that have changed as rapidly
during the last two decades as perinatal medicine. This explains
the recent proliferation of publications covering the physiology
and pathology of pregnancy, the fetus and the newborn.

Reviews in Perinatal Medicine includes a number of topics that
are of specific interest to obstetricians, anesthesiologists, neonatolo-
gists, developmental biologists, and in general, anybody interested
in perinatal medicine. The contributors are all experts in their
fields, and because many come from different places in the world
they give an international taste to the book.

Most of the topics discussed are of physiologic and clinical sig-
nificance, and many are still subjects of controversy.

The chapters “Phospholipid Metabolism in Perinatal Lung"”
and “Nonshivering Heat Production in the Newborn” deal with
these problems mainly from the biochemical and physiologic as-
pects and discuss only briefly the possible clinical implications.
The other chapters include the following topics, all with significant
clinical correlation: diabetes in pregnancy; diagnostic cardiotocog-
raphy; preterm labor; paracervical blockade during labor; applica-
tions of radioimmunoassay in perinatal medicine; prostaglandin
inhibitors in the perinatal period; bilirubin binding by plasma
proteins; critical evaluation of methods and clinical implications;
neonatal oxygen transport.

The text is clearly written and a large number of tables and
figures contribute significantly to its clarity.

Bibliographies, given separately with individual chapters, are
extensive and up-to-date. The book has a very good subject index.

In summary, this is an excellent text that will be valuable to any-
body interested not only in the practical aspects, but also in the
fundamentals of perinatal biology.

EDUARDO BANCALARL, M.D.
Department of Pediatrics
University of Miami

Miami, Florida 33152

Pulmoniry Pathophysiology: The Essentials. By ]. B. WesT.
Baltimore, Williams and Wilkins, 1977, Pages: 227. Price: $9.95.

This is the sequel and companion volume to Dr. West's earlier
book Respiratory Physiology—the Essentials, and is a welcome addi-
tion to simple, easily understandable books intended primarily
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for medical students. Taken in conjunction with the other book,
it is a very useful aid that will be of use to students and physicians
in the early part of training.

The section on exercise is sketchy, and the chances are that a
second-year medical student with little or no background in exer-
cise physiology will not be able to grasp the fundamentals without
referring to another source.

The obstructive disease section is concise and well diagrammed.
A slightly more detailed description of a normal V/Q ratio distribu-
tion curve, as shown in page 35, would be a distinct aid.

The restrictive diseases section would be strengthened by empha-
sizing the need to be aware that a wide variety of inhaled agents
in addition to the well-recognized ones can conceivably cause
hypersensitivity pneumonitis.

The above criticisms are minor; in general, this is a very reason-
ably priced, excellent little book, and a welcome addition to Respi-
ratory Physiology—the Essentials. 1 would strongly recommend this to
all medical students, and stress that the two hooks should be studied
together for maximum benefit.

S. LAKSHMINARAYAN, M.D.
Division of Respiratory Diseases
Veterans Administration Hospital
4435 Beacon Avenue South
Seattle, Washington 98108

Pheochromocytoma. By W. M. MANGER aND R, W. GIFFORD, JR.
New York, Springer-Verlag New York, Inc., 1977. Pages: 398.
Price: $49.80.

This is no ordinary book! The authors meant it to be a definitive
presentation on the subject, and they surely have achieved their
goal. They have written a very complete work dealing with every
aspect of the subject. The book proceeds through a logical, exqui-
sitely detailed development of information and experience from
a general discussion of background to a concluding chapter on
follow-up treatment of postoperative patients. Facts are supple-
mented by opinions from other authorities as well as the authors,
and are very clearly labeled as such.

The metabolism of catecholamines is clearly presented, and
when combined with the next chapter, dealing with pathopharma-
cology and pathology of the tumor, including its embryonic cell
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origins, much-needed sense and cohesion comes out of a baffling
number of potentially disparate signs and symptoms.

The clinical manifestations are detailed, including rare or unusual
sets of signs and symptoms. Associated diseases and their respec-
tive interplay with the effects of pathologic catecholamine secretions
are also discussed with authoritative completeness. The problem
of differential diagnosis in this perplexing disease is dealt with
in a logical, careful way which will lead the diagnostician through
the maze to find the diagnosis. A very thorough discussion of labora-
tory findings and then case-by-case analysis of 38 cases concludes
the section on creating in physicians sensitivity to the tumor, and
enhancing the possibility of cure for these patients.

The last chapter deals with the final stage of pheochromocytoma,
namely, its surgical treatment. This part is most pertirent for
anesthesiologists, of course, and follows in form with the balance
of the book. It is a wide-ranging review of experiences and reports
from many sources, particularly relating to the preoperative prep-
aration of a patient with alpha and beta blockade. Detailed case
histories of intraoperative anesthetic problems are presented with
sound recommendations for management. For the anesthesiologist,
however, reliance on this book alone would not be adequate prep-
aration for the challenging task of administering anesthesia to a
patient with pheochromocytoma. It is mandatory that one review
the anesthesia literature himself, and it is even better to have ex-
perienced individuals in attendance for these cases.

Mortality rates during anesthesia for pheochromocytoma now
range from 0 to 3 per cent, and the cure rate is now 90 per cent.
The primary reason for this excellent outcome is an understanding
of the entire disease process by the physicians and appropriate
preparation and treatment of the dangerous crises that can develop
so unexpectedly The role of the anesthesiologist in the team care
for these patients is critical to a successful outcome. Study of this
definitive book on the subject will provide that depth of knowledge
and understanding that leads to the very best judgements in anes-
thetic care for these patients. At the very least, this book should
be in all hospital libraries, and it should be in the possession of
those anesthesiologists dealing with these patients on a fairly regu-
lar basis.

Raymonp E. Tosey, Capt.,, MC, U.S. Navy
Naval Regional Medical CenterlAnesthesiology
Medical University of South Carolina
Charleston, South Carolina 29408

Reviews of Audiovisual Aids

Conduction Anesthesia: Spinal, Epidural and Caudal Blocks.
By J. F. KaczMAREK AND J. S. FincH. Medical Library, Towsley
Center, University of Michigan Medical Center, Ann Arbor,
Michigan 48109. Price: $70.

This program on spinal, epidural and caudal anesthesia consists
of 100 numbered slides and a 25-minute tape. The slides and tape
cassette are contained in a light-weight carrying case. Included
are descriptions of the pertinent anatomy and the regional anes-
thetic techniques, and discussions of the possible complications of
these blocks. At the end of each section are pertinent questions
for the student 10 answer. The correct answers are on the slides
that follow.

The authors are to be commended for their attempts to provide
a concise description of these commonly employed methods of
regional anesthesia. Unfortunately, some errors detract from the
overall effectiveness of the program. For example,

When performing a spinal, it is hélpful to visualize the tissues through which the

splnal needle will pass, Thcsc are, in order, skin, subcutaneous tissue, supraspinous
li tum flavum, epidural space, dura and

subnrachnmd space. [Though nat stated, this obviously applies o a midline ap-
proach.]

inter
¥

I was disappointed that a teaching program designed for medical
students would slight the importance of carefully and continuously
monitoring the patients after the blocks have been performed.
Although the student is told to

. follow the blood pressure, watching for hypotension, the primary side
effect of spinal anesthesia,

no mention is made of the importance of a precordial stethoscope
and an ECG to monitor patients receiving these regional anesthetics.

I would encourage the authors to edit the slides and tape and
eliminate the various errors and deficiencies. That accomplished,
I would then encourage the authors to produce additional programs
on other methods of regional anesthesia, as well as in other topics/
areas in anesthesiology. The teaching potential for this type of
program is limitless and exciting.

WiLLiam F. KEnNEDY, R, M.D.
Department of Anesthesiology
CC-214 University Hospital RN-10
Seattle, Washington 98195
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