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Respiratory Intensive Care in France—Some Historical Precisions

To the Editor: — We were very intervested to read the
article by Pontoppidan ef al.' However, we were sur-
prised that these investigators did not acknowledge
the contributions of French physiciansin the evolution
of respiratory intensive care units. Professor P. Mol-
laret opencd an Intensive Carve Department for adult
patients in Claude Bernard Hospital in Paris in 1954;
its fFunctions and purposes were described ina publica-
tion in 1956.* The intensive care team at Claude
Bernard Hospital established the concepts and
standards of respiratory intensive care in France. As
carly as 1959, the main indications for respiratory in-
tensive care were clearly defined. These included
respiratory paralysis from neuromuscular discase:
tetanus; chronic airway discase with acute pulmonary
failure; status asthmaticus; and acute poisonings,
especially barbiturate coma. Barbiturate coma was the
object of experimental investigations by the respira-
tory intensive care team, in part because of the
proximity of an already very active research labhora-
tory. The research and clinical care observations macde
by the respiratory ICU team have been recorded in
two monographs.®* Ten years later, some of our find-
ings were published in English,® which also was not
acknowledged by Pontoppidan ef al. With regard to
forerunners, is not it appropriate to concede to
French physicians a place that they can legitimately
claim?

JacQues Lissac
Professeur a 'Université Paris V
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In reply: — We appreciate having it called to our at-
tention that Professor Mollaret established the Henry-
Lassen Unit at the Claude Bernard Hospital as early
as 1954. Itis unfortunate that the French publications
cited by Lissac and Pocidalo were not available to us.
Concerning other advances in respiratory intensive
care listed in the very brief historical review in table
1 of our article,! it suffices to say that we deliberately
refrained from referencing any of the specific con-
tributions, We were concerned about difficulties in es-
tablishing priorities, and we were aware that in many
cases several groups were working simultaneously to
solve the same problems. Through the literature
and from many personal acquaintances with French
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colleagues, we are well aware of the high level of
respiratory intensive care in France, and the many
past and recent contributions to critical care medicine.

HenNING PonTOPPIDAN, M.D,

Professor of Anesthesia

Chief, Respiratory Unit and Respiratory Care Department
Department of Anesthesia

Massachuselts General Haospital

Baoston, Massachusetls 02114

REFERENCE
L. Pontoppidan H, Wilson RS, Rie MR et al: Respiratory
Intensive Care. ANESTHESIOLOGY 47:96- 116, 1977

(Aecepted for publication Mareh 10, 1978.)

20z ludy 0z uo 3senb Aq jpd°62000-000808.6 L-Z¥S0000/22E662/2S L/2/6¥/HPd-01on1e/AB0|0ISOUISBUE/WOD JIEUYDIDA|IS ZESE//:d}}Y WOI) papeojumoq



