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will be contained within the volume and some of
which will not, depending on the quality of the
chapter.

The book is (ll\‘l(l(.(l into eight sections as fol-
lows: es, crdiovas ises, shock

lar eri

This a book written in Spa and i
to serve the needs of medical and dental students,
as well as lh().sc of residents and trined an
thesiologists. The text, divided into 31 ¢l
deals with g,cm.rll and regional anesthes
stetrical anesthesia, wateraunid electrolytes, recovery
room, intensive care unit, respimtory thempy,
pediatric and geratric anesthesi ial tech-
niques, and explosion and electrocution ha .

The problem of satisfying such a wide reader-
ship and of condensing such a vast amount of
mfum ition into a scant 300 pages led to a mther

1 tment of many topics and to.a
nd detail. The result
serve everybody's
the
ating the

marked variation in empha
is a book lll.lt will lhll’("

.mlhur had been more fel
theoretical and practical aspeets of
the basic sciences. Trined anesthesiologis
Tong for greater depth in maost topic:
that the relevance of opinions and
been supported by more frequent reference to
published work. Overall, one wishes the anthor
had used more Jucid language and more con-
stent terminology.

The book is well produced, carefully proof-
read, and adequately indexed. It is unfortunate
that, owing to inadequate legends and to a lack of
explanation in the text, some of the figure
of little value. In swmmary, although th
viewer does not know what other anesthesiology
books in Spanish are available in Latin Ameriea,
he would l)c h.lrd pressed to recommend this
one hook for medical students
and

A

FELIX G. FREUND, M.D.
Department of Anesthesiology
Harborvicw Medical Center
Seattle, Wushington

Critical Care Medicine Handbook. EDITED BY
M. 1. WEIL aND 1. Stusix. Baltimore, Williams
and Wilkins, 1974, Pages: 432, Price: $18.50.

Many problems encountered by the critical care
phy ) are presented in this u)mpcndmm edited
by the organizers of the University of Southem
California Post Graduate Course cumlcd “Critical
Cire Medicine and Circulatory Shock.™ At the
outset, the editors state that little effort was made to
edit pnt(.nhd"\' different points of view in order to
expose that are considered controversial.
The pts were solicited from the variou
speakers at the course, organized into categories
(although not edited for style and content), and
published. As a result, in quality this text is more
uneven than most multianthored works. It is 1
a handbook than a potential reference source for
specilic questions of medical care, some of which

and (mum.l, ﬂlud/n,lc(.tml\(us/rul 1, CNS crises, and
infection, The ninth and tenth sections combine a
potpourri of unrelated but important topics such

as ENT, obstetrie, gy ic and
L-nu.n..(_nu s, DIC and organ donation; adminis-
trative, safety and ethical considerations are also

discussed.

By far the longest chapter, *Stndards for Cardio-
pulm(m.l Resuscitation and Emergency Cardiac
Care,” has already been published as i supplement
to the Joumal of the American Medical i
tion, volume 227, 1974, Without counting this el
ter of 38 pages, there are 67 separate chapters
within 365 pages of naterial.

Some chapters broadly survey - their fields,
dthers review the litemture in greater or lesser ©
depth, and others present current experimental @

4]
data. Some chapters offer bibliograph while 5
others don’t. Many chapters are \ll])(,l'rLl.ll .mtlﬂ’
reek of a cookbook style. Several “chapters™ S
are literlly one or two pages in length. St)mco
of the text is directed to the emergency mmn‘<
physicia n .md would be of ll(tlc mlu(.sl to tln:
anestl ist. But, in a I
such as eritical cure crossover of
lines is necessary and desimble. The index 1;&
appropriately detailed, an extremely important aid B
in locating information that would be otherwise 8
difficult to find.

This book should be available as a reference
work to those currently involved or planning to
participate in intensive care, but I see little reason
fur the individual reader to purchase it for his ow
Iib unless he takes the time to familiari
himsell with the book, and finds those chapters
that contain useful, detailed and well nrx.’;mucdo
information.
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Atlas of Electroencephalography in Coma and
Cerchral Death. By D. R. BexxeTT, J. R
Iucnes, J. Korety, J. K. MERLis, axp C.§
SUTTER. New York, Raven Press, 1975, Pages:
254. Price: $55.00.

compendium of more than 200 illustra-Q
one of a series of reports resulting from a Q
l\\o-\'c.lr National Institute of Neurological DI\'

and Stroke collaborative field research m-S

vestigation of cerebral death begun in 19710 At
nine - participating centers, 503 patients in coma 3>
(their criteria for admission to the study: age
over one vear, (b} cerebrl unresponsivity, ¢ nd (L) N
arrest of spontancous respirations for at |
minutes™) were studied, of whom .Ippmmn.lld_\'




