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waves observed during deep sodium thiopen-
tal anesthesia may support the hypothesis of
synchronization of neuronal activity during an-
esthesia.™ However, the mechanism by which
the synchronization of the positive sharp corti-
cal waves with MRF unit firings became un-
masked during the deep stage of sodium thio-
pental anesthesia was not elucidated in the
present study.

The authors appreciate the criticism of this
study of Professor K. Iwama. The authors also
thank Dr. J. M. Messick, Jr., for assistance in
preparation of the manuscript.
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Drugs

DEATH FROM ASPIRIN A 23-year-old woman died following the ingestion
of aspirin. Since large amounts of aspirin tablets in the gut seem to retard their
own absorption, it is essential that serial salicylate determinations be obtained fol-
lowing the ingestion to make certain that continued increases in serum salicylate

levels do not occur.

Serum salicylate concentrations did not correlate with the state

of consciousness or the magnitude of metabolic disturbance. The usefulness of gas-

tric lavage in removing undissolved tablets is questioned.

(Ferguson, R. K., and

Boutros, A. R.: Death Following Self-poisoning with Aspirin, J.A.M.A. 213: 1186

(Aug.) 1970.)
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