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Anesthesia
ASPIRATION PNEUMONIA A pregnant woman aspirated highly acid gastric
contents during anesthesia for a cervical circlage procedure after she had received

alcohol intravenously to stop premature labor.

tensified the pneumonitis.

Pulmonary lavage extended and in-

She required several days of intensive pulmonary ther-

apy with intermittent positive-pressure ventilation monitored by frequent blood-gas
determinations, in addition to treatment with steroids and antibiotics. Alcohol is a

potent gastric acid secretagogue.
intravenously must be considered to have
and others: Aspiration P ia followi

Patients in premature labor treated with alecohol

tomach c (Greenhouse, B. S.,

Int Administration of Alcohol

during Labor, J.AM.A. 210: 2393 (Dec.) 1969.)
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