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used in testing, as well as for the variety of inter-
pretations of what is being tested.

The section on clinical and therapeutic appli-
cations does not contain much of practical use to
us, Nevertheless, for those who are confronted
with paticnts who have chronic pain, a reading of
this section can at least bring a better understand-
ing of the lexitics of the problem. The
chapter by Dr. Jumes White is well worth study-
ing, as he discusses various surgical approaches to
pain in the torso and extremities. Dr. White is
one of the best informmed surgeons on the treat-
ment of pain in the world today.

In summary, this is not a book for the prac-
tising anesthesiologist unless he wishes to under-
take the tre: of pain probl Activities
({ircctcd in other ficlds seem more popular nowa-
days.

Frepemick P. Haucex, M.D.
Unicersity of Oregon
Portland, Orcgon
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could only serve as a guide for further in-depthy
study.
M. Lawnexce Benmax, MDD, l’u.D.%

Northwestern Unicersity 2
School of Mcdicine 2
Chicago, Winois _O—:

Physiology of the Nervous System. By Cuu.as
Evzacumne. Pp. 216, illustrated. Clncng,o,g
Year Book Medical Publishcrs, Inc, 1969.= <

$6.50 paper, $8.50 cloth.

Dr. Eyzaguirre, professor and chainman of theR
department of physiology of the University ofe
Utah College of Medicine, has written this books
primarily for the first-year medical student. It lSo
divided mlo ﬁv.e parts, the first dealing with gen-g
eral , and the ining four wllh;
the appllc.\uon of general principles to the spe-0
cific functions of sensory systems, motor systems,=
the anatomic nervous system, and the duu.rva-%
tmn :md trophic functions. _LQ

is the author’s hope that by dealing withg

Appraisal of Current Ci in A hesiol-
ogy. Ebviren Y Jous Abmaxt.  Volume IV.
Pp. 464. St Louis, C. V. Mosby Company,
1968. $12.00.

This book is a collection of current (to 1967)
anesthetic literature prepared by the staff and
trainces of the Anesthesiology Departinent of
Charity Hospital, New Orleans. There are 30
easily-readable chapters on interesting topics re-
lated to clinical anesthesiz. lowever, probably
as the result of combining and condensing certain
topics, several crroneous inferences appear.  For
example, on page 21 the term hydrophilic is used
synonymously with lipid-soluble. Also on page
21, it is stated that thiopental is detoxified in the
brain. The original reference does not corrobo-
rate this statement. On page 64, it is implied
that ultrashort-acting barbiturates administered
orally are poor hypnotics. This is contrary to the
results reported by Bush et al. (Clin. Pharmacol.
Ther. 7: 373, 1966) who demonstrated prompt
and predictable hypnotic effects from orally ad-
ministered ultrashort-acting barbiturates. In the
chapter entitled “Halothane versus Cycloprapane
Anesthesia for Patients in Shock,” there is a lucid
explanation for the choice of cither agent, but at
the end of the chapter the reader is told dog-
matically to use cyclopropane. In the chapters
dealing with psychological problems of the sur-
gical patient preoperatively and with preopera-
tive medication, no mention is made of the work
of Egbert, L. D., et al. (J.ANLA. 185: 533, 1963),
who showed the importance of the preoperative
visit by the anesthesiologist in allaying nrmcl\

princi] ol rather than collections of facts, that the®
student will acquire a better grasp of neurophysi-Z
ology upon which to build. In this regard the2
work miisses the mark, and it is likely that the
first-year medical student, presented with a gres
quantity of pithy principles, without an oppor-
tunity to examine the cndcncu or gain an ap-g.
preciation  of ical experiment =
method, will retain few pnncnples and fail to de-2
velop an interest in the subject.
However, for the postgraduate students, such®
as a resident or practitioner who needs to review S
and refresh an already-acquired basic l\no“]cdgc
of neurophysiology, the book will serve a useful S
purpose. The information is in concise form, and
important terms or concepts are in italies. The3
illustrations for the most part are well chosen. 8
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The divisions of the parts are somewhat arbi-
trary, and not altogether designed for a compre-f
hensive view of the whole. Thus, the II‘IUSC]L(D
receptors are discussed under the sensory system,Q
while reflexes are discussed in the section on mo-
tor systems. Although this is justifiable on a ](JL,I-
cal lmss, and cross-reference is made, the mlc
erated picture of nervous system activity, long
the goal of neurophysiologists, suffers. 2

The bibliography is purposclv sparse.  Unfor-9
tunately, this has resulted in its bulk being con--c
fined 1o texts in neurophysiology, which by defi- o
nition are almost outdated by publlc’ltmn time.
The original articles quoted are few, with publi-
cation times gcncmlly before 1962.

In this reviewer’s opinion, the book will serve o
a limited but useful mlc as a rev iew for those per.
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This book has little to offer the anesthesiol

beginning  his residency training, because the
brevity and, at times, superficial treatment of the
subject matter may tend to confuse rather than
elucidate the many and varied problems related
to clinical ancsthesia. For the anesthesiologist
who has kept up with the literature, the topics

sons outsid vsiology, but with a goudC>
background in it, who need to brush up and re-g
fresh their basic concepts. The very reasonable =
price adds greatly to its attractiveness for thso
purpose.
Rosert A. Mooby, .\l.D.
Chicago, Hlinois



