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Applied Pharmacology. By Anprew WILSON
axD H. O. Scup. Tenth Edition. Pp. 721,
216 illustrations. Boston, Little, Brown and
Company, 1968. $9.60.

This test begins with an introductory historical
review of the principles on which prior genera-
tions of physicians based their practices of medi-
cine, extending from the cmpiricism of Galen
through the } thy of Hal to the
present scientifically-based system of therapeutics.
The remainder of the book presents a foundation
for the rational use of drugs based on the scien-
tific approach. This begins with three chapters
devoted to general pharmacologic principles, i.c.,

o stor ! modes of
drug actions, methods of drug testing, the use of
dose—response curves, and a discussion of the ab-
sorption, fate and excretion of drugs. These

h are followed by a sy ic p

tion of drug groups in the classic manner, ie.,
pharmacology of the autonomic nervous system,
of the circulatory system, of the central nervous
system, etc. Most chapters begin with a brief
resumé of the applicable physiology, followed by
a general discussion of pertinent drug groups and
of specific drugs. Specific modes of drug action
and specific drug losicities are cited, but there is
little discussion of structure-activity relationships
in most arcas. The style of writing is clear and
pointed and the text is easily read. Numerous
line di and reproductions of graphs and
pictures add to the clarity of the material pre-
sented, but the discussions are more superficial
and less detailed than those found in the most
widely used American textbooks of pharmacology.

This edition gives the impression of being an
updated version of a standard established text,
but it lacks the foresight which might be expected
in a proven work. In this era of organ trans-
plantation a students’ textbook of pharmacology
could be expected to present a discussion of graft
rejection and of the use of drugs for i
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cussion under the title “Other Diuretics with
Similar Actions.” The student searching for in
formation about drugs which he meets in use to>
day, during his training, may be disappointedg
when he looks to these pages for answers. Theg
more important question is whether the limited}
information contained on these pages is sufficienf
to prepare him for his practice of tomorrow. 7%

This book will be a welcome addition to a de-5
partmental library for it will serve as a sourceg
from which one can readily and rapidly gain drugg
information, but its use requires the availability=
of a more preliensive ion text I 2
of the limitations noted above. For those who3.
actively read the English literature it may serve3
as a source for English-American translation of&
drug names.

o0
Epwarp A. BRUNNER, M.Dz
Northwestern University
School of Medicine
Chicago, 1llinois
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Pain: Proceedings of the International Sympo<2
sium on Pain, Paris, April 11-13, 1967
Eprep bY A. Souramac, J. Canx, axp JS
CuarpeNTiER.  Pp. 562. London and New®
York, Academic Press, 1965. $19.50. B
This book is a record of the proceedings of thel

Symposium organized through the Laboratory o%

Psychophysiology of the Faculty of Sciences in

Paris. The Symposium consists of a review of im-0

portant progress in the physiology, phnrmaco]ogyg

and pathogenesis of pain, with specialists in theS
various fields reporting on their work. Some fftyS
scientists attended the symposium and prscntedg

papers or took part in the discussions. S
The Presidential address by A. Soulairac wasg

excellent. He spoke on “An Experimental Ap-5

proach to Pain” and summarized in concise fash-3

jon the most modem ¢ pts of pain S

nisms. Another presentation of particular interesto

)

suppression. One searches in vain for such a dis-
cussion. There are other examples where current
knowledge of future import has not been in-
cluded. The chapter on endocrine fails to men-
tion the recent work of Porte on the sympathetic
control of insulin secretion and of the eflects of
adrenergic blocking agents on this ‘hani

to ancstk ists who work with patients inS
pain is that of Melzack and Wall on “The GateZ
Control Theory of Pain.” They present good evi-Ol
dence that gating and selection of sensory inforg
mation may occur at successive synapses at anyg
level of the central nervous system. In fact, lhe‘f‘g
entire first section of the symposium, devoted toc

neurophysiological and psychophysiological basmi

The chapter on general anesthetics refers to
Mever, Overton and Ferguson in discussing mode
of action but fails to mention the more recent
theories of Miller and Pauling. The concept of
minimal anesthetic concentrations, useful in de-
seribing anesthetic potency, has not been men-
tioned. A page and a half is given to describing
chloroform but only a line and a half to me-
thoxyflurane.  Ethacrynic acid, furosemide and

of pain, is well worth reading for any student ofo
pain mechanisms. >
The major portion of the book is devoted to an>
evaluation of experimental methods for testin
analgesics in animals and man, and is of much=:
greater interest to those involved in research than
to the anesthesiologist. For a mewcomer to the
field of pain research, this section would be of
arcat value because of the variety of approaches
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used in testing, as well as for the variety of inter-
pretations of what is being tested.

The section on clinical and therpeutic appli-
cations does not contain much of practical use to
us. Nevertheless, for those who are confronted
with patients who have chronic pain, a reading of
this section can at least bring a better understand-
ing of the complesitics of the problem. The
chapter by Dr. James White is well worth study-
ing, as he discusses various surgical approaches to
pain in the torso and extremitics. Dr. White is
one of the best informed surgeons on the treat-
ment of pain in the world today.

In summary, this is not a book for the prac-
tising anesthesiologist unless he wishes to under-
take the treatment of pain problems. Activities
(:ircctcd in other ficlds seem ore popular nowa-
days.

Freoperick P. Haucex, M.D.
Unicersity of Oregon
Portland, Orcgon
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could only serve as a guide for further in-depl.hg
study. E
M. Lawgrence Bervax, MDD, .o
Northwestern Unicersity
Scheol of Mcdicine
Chicago, Hlinois

q WoJy papeoju

Physiology of the Nervous System. By Canros

Evzacumse. Pp. 216, illustrated. Chxcag,o,_c
Year Book Medical Publishers, Inc., 1969.=
$6.50 paper, $8.50 cloth. §

Dr. Eyzaguirre, professor and chairman of the N
department of physiology of the University of &
Utah College of Medicine, has written this bookm
primarily for the first-year medical student. 1t is o
dl\’ldcd into ﬁ\.e parts, the first dealing with gen- B,

logy, and the ining four with 3
Lhc appllmhun of general principles to the spe-
cific functions of sensory systems, motor systems,
the anatomic nervous system, and the denerva-
tion and trophic functions.

It is the author’s hope that by dealing with

saq;sauwmo

ogy. Emren y JouN Apmaxt.  Volume IV.
Pp. 464. St Louis, C. V. Mosby Company,
1968. $12.00.

This book is a collection of current (to 1967)
anesthetic literature prepared by the staff and
trainees of the Anesthesiology Departinent of
Charity Hospital, New Orleans. There are 30
casily-readable chapters on interesting topics re-
lated to clinical anesthesia. llowever, probably
as the result of combining and condensing certain
topics, several crroneous inferences app For
example, on page 21 the term hydrophilic is used
synonymously with lipid-soluble. Also on page
21, it is stated that thiopental is detoxified in the
brain. The original reference does not corrobo-
rate this statement. On page G4, it is implied
that ultrashort-acting  barbi Amini 1
orally are poor hypnotics. This is contrary to the
results reported by Bush et al. (Clin. Pharmacol.
Ther. 7: 373, 1966) who d rated prompt

principles rather than collections of facts, that the
student will acquire a better grasp of ncurophysi:
ology upon which to build. In this regard the!
work misses the mark, and it is likely that the
first-year medical student, presented with a grea
quantity of pithy principles, without an oppor
tunity to examine the uxdcncu or gain an ap-3
preciation  of experil 1S
method, will retain few pnncxplcs and fail to de- 2
velop an interest in the subject. S
However, for the postgraduate students, such &
as a resident or practitioner who needs to review 2
and refresh an already-acquired basic knowledge §
of neurophysiology, the book will serve a useful @
purpose. The information is in concise form, and 2
jmportant terins or concepts are in italies. The
illustrations for the most part are well chosen.
The divisions of the parts are somewbhat arbi-
trary, and not altogether designed for a compre-
hensive view of the whole. Thus, the muscle

are d under the sensory system,

and predictable hypuotic effects from orally ad-
ministered ultrashort-acting barbiturates. In the
chapter entitled “Halothane versus Cyclopropane
Anesthesia for Patients in Shock,” there is a lucid
explanation for the choice of cither agent, but at
the end of the chapter the reader is told dog-
matically to use C)cloprop'mc. In the chapters
dealing with psychal bLlems of the sur-
gical patient prcopcrah\cl\' and with preopera-
tive medication, no mention is made of the work
of Egbert, L. D., et al. (J.AM.A. 185: 553, 1963),
who showed the importance of the preoperative
visit by the anesthesiologist in allaying anxiety.

while reflexes are discussed in the section on mo-
tor systems. Although this is justifiable on a logi-
cal basis, and cross-reference is made, the inte-
erated picture of nervous system activity, long

the goal of neurophysiologists, sulfers.

The bibliography is purposely sparse. Unfor-
tunatcly, this has resulted in its bulk being con-
fined to texts in neurophysiology, which by defi-
nition are almost outdated by publication time.
The original articles quoted are few, with publi-
cation times gcncmlly before 1962,

In this reviewer's opinion, the book will serve
a limited but useful role as a rev iew for those per-

21,

traiming b

Tl'ns book has Illt]c to offer the anesthesiologi:
his the

sons physiology, but with a good
back d in it, who need to brush up and re-

brevity and, at times, supcrl' cial trecatment of the
subject matter may tend to confuse rather than
clucidate the many and varicd problems related
to clinical anesthesia. For the anesthesiologist
who has kept up with the literature, the topics

fresh their basic concepts. The very reasonable
price adds greatly to its attractiveness for this
purpose.
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Ronerr A. Moobpy, M.D.
Chicago, Hlinois



