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Principles and Practice of Obstetric Analgesia
and Anesthesia. By Joux J. Boxica. Vol 1,
pp. 837. Philadelphia, F. A. Davis Company,
1967.

Dr. Bonica’s projected two-volume work on the
“Principles and Practice of Obstetric Analgesia and
Anesthesia” is the product of ive experience

and

and ten ycars of
Volume one, published in 1968, of seven
sections subdivided into a total of 47 chapters.
The frst section is devoted to maternal physiology
and psychology, the second to uteroplacental, fetal
and neonatal physiology. S‘cction three dca!s with

Edited by MEREL H. HARME!
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Bonica’s book will undoubtedly clevate the status
iy 7 =

of obstetric hesia and, , reflect
much credit to the specialty of Anesthesiology. %
Gentie F. Manx, M.D. 4
Albert Einstein College of Medicing

Bronx, New York 10461
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The Surfactant System of the Lung. By EmiLg
M. ScareELir. Pp. 269. Cloth. Philadelphify
Lea & Febiger, 1968. <)
Preparation of a text on the surfactant system 3?

the lung, a subject in the interstices of sciences,

a chall since so many discipl'im:s are représ

s Tt

the pl logy of and .,
muscle relaxants, vasoactive drugs, oxytocics and
uterine rclaxants. Sections four and five describe
the phar logi hnical and clinical id
crations of general and regional analgesia—anes-

sented. To satisfy
pediatricians, physiologi: Juire’
rare talent. e L@
in a branch of physics glossed over in the usum
text, considerable stress must be applie®

and physici
Vel 1

thesia. The sixth section to 1 com- physi
plications of I and regional hesia, and
the h to the principles and techni of

psychologic analgesia. Volume two will deal with
the clinical aspects of obstetric analgesia-anes-

thesia.
T colfocnfios

by the casual reader in acquiring the basic knowk
edge about surface tension and pulmonary mg
hanics. In the introduction the entire volume &
clearly and simply summarized chapter by chape
ter. In the sul hapter, “Pull y Mq%
hanies and Surf: ts,” a jcal

Each chapter is a well deli
unit, enabling the reader to find all significant in-
formation within a single text. While this organi-
zation of material inevitably has led to repetition,
the need to consult different chapters or other texts

to the role of pulmonary surfactant in the lung®
T 1 lationships is utilized to cas®
the reader without previous acquaintance with th
subject into a knowledge of the LaPlace equation

is obviated. The book was written for thesi-
logi: nurse hetists, obstetricians, pedia-
tricians, general practitioners and others involved
in the care of the parturient woman and her in-
fant. Thus, some chapters are of greater value
for certain physicians than for others. Volume one
has been available in the libraries of the Depart-
ment of Ancsthesiology and the Department of
Obstetrics of our instil since publicati In
both Jibraries, the book is consulted regularly to
answer specific a i Anesthesiologists find

r-v di and ar face tension dingmmsg
The cl “Pul y Mecchanics and Sui=s
factant” and “Pulmonary Pathology and Surfac®
tants™ will be of most i to hesiologists
“Fetal Physiology and Surf: " and “Respil
tory Distress Syndrome of the Newbom” are mos§
informative to those oriented toward obstetricd®
and pediatric practice. For those who plan &
initiate h proj the chay on “Big3
chemistry” and its associated bibliography prob
vide excellent guides to current methods. Ph
losophy of the su.bicct is included in “Physit:i
» T hictol

the sections dealing with plh ts most
informative, while the obstetricians are attracted
to the chapters pertaining to phammacology and
anesthetic practices.

Dr. Bonica’s book is the most comprehensive
text on obstetric anesthesia to date. T consider it
a superD reference book and a major contribution
to the medical community. It is well written, gen-
crously illustrated with cxcellent gxnpllls' and fLig-
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Factors and Ph gy.” The P
evidence that the alveolar cell type II produce:
in lamellar bodies the pulmonary surfactant is no&’
under attack by proponents of the Clara cell f
the terminal & hiole; both ar are prep
sented in the chapter on “Morphology and Histos
chemistry.” E]

One paragraph in Doctor Scarpelli’s text defincg
to date in the study of the pulmon:

ures, and provided with an v
It gives the reader a broad base of l;undamcnlnl

surfactant: “There is no discase including respira3.
tory di: d in which a primary defeqt,

knowledge from which he can P
independent judgments and clinical decisions. Dr.

Y s¥
of the surfactant system has been dcmonstralciﬂé
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