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happily with many things such as the

agent (a halothane-nitrous oxide-oxygen c
tion is the common preference), and postoperative
care and management with potential complications
all can be learned from this volume. For the in-
ternist, whose field should include this knowledge,
for the anesthesiologist who has not availed him-
self to the modem aspects of anesthesia and res-
piratory care, and for the surgeon who is inti-
mately involved in these problems this book will
be of great value and very informative.

Two major points are made in various parts of
the book: 1. the advice not to discontinue me-
hanical assi. to respiration too soon; and
9. the importance, and without which successful
treatment is practically impossible, of the respira-
tory nurse and trained inhalation therapist.

Dr. Holaday has accomplished his aim in pre-
senting a useful “guide for the safe management
of patients with pre-existing lung disease who are
to undergo anesthesia and surgical operation.” It
is really hoped that this volume and similar writ-
ten material will stimulate those ible for
treating respiratory failure to manage their pa-
Gents according to the special techniques and
practices presented.

HaroLp A. Lyoxs, M.D.

Emergency Room Care. Eprrep BY CHARLES
Fcxerr. Pp. 352, 40 illustrations.  Little,
Brown & Co., Boston, 1967. Paper $7.50, cloth
$11.50.

The size (small enough to slip in the pocket of

a white coat) and appearance (paperback) lead

one to believe that the book is intended for the

house officer rotating through the emergency room
to assist him in his growing task of handling large
numbers of patients with an enormous variety of
diseases and conditions, However, the organiza-
tion and presentation of material make it more
suitable for fireside leisure reading than on-the-

use of Ringer's lactate in initial resuscitation of
shock, and violently disagreeing with many points
such as, “direct cardiac massage is less effective
than closed chest massage and, further, that open
massage is never effective where closed massage
has failed.”

Two-thirds of the book is devoted to surgical
emergencies, including a nice ch:npt;x;‘ on obstetri-

T h L

cal and gy ic emerg e
third of the book covers toxicology, cardiac emer-
genci gastroi inal emergenci infectious
di the patient, logic emer-
gencies, pediatric emerg ies and psychiatric
emergencies. Under these circumstances, many

very important diseases and conditions are barely
mentioned or omitted. The value of the book is
therefore limited when the house officer needs in-
formation about a specific patient. T fear that if
this book is to be useful in the emergency room it
must be supplemented by a “Merck Manual” and
Conn’s “Current Therapy.”

Aporrn H. Giesecke, M.D.

Surgical Bleeding. By ALEX W. ULy AND SEY-
MOUR §. GouLus. Cloth. Pp. 532, with tables
and illustrations. McGraw Hill Book Co., New
York, 1966. $23.50.

This book, composed of 71 rather short, concise
chapters, is divided into four sections. The first,
“Basic Sci - ins an llent review of
the physiology of bload coagulation, coagulation
tests, and agents which influence hemostasis. Sec-
tion Two, “Clinical Categories of Surgical Bleed-
ing,” provides a short but thorough review of pri-
mary diseases affecting hemostasis, together with
appropriate prophylactic and thernpeutic manage-
ment in the event the patients require operation.
Section Three deals with “Regional Considerations
in Surgical Bleeding.” The surgeon will find those

3 which describe approaches to the con-

spot reference when faced with a problem patient. -

All 24 authors are or were on the faculty of
Albany Medical College of Union University, Al-
bany, New York, so the information presented
represents the attitudes of one institution. - Fortu-
nately, there is no effort to hide this fact, and au-
thors and editor freely admit that altemnative meth-
ods are omitted to preserve brevity. Unfortunately
only a few chapters are referenced. Most chap-
ters are followed by a short list of standard text-
books relating to the subject, but specific refer-
ences are omitted.

The first chapter, “Planning and Operation of
the Emergency Room,” is an excellent piece of
work, the result of much penetrating thought and
a good deal of practical experience in an emer-
gency room.

Chapter three, “The Severely Injured Patient,”
is of interest to anesthesiologists because it sorts
injuries into those which are fatal within minutes,
those which are fatal within hours and those
which are fatal after several days. T found myself

trol of hemorrhage valuable in that many helpful
hints on diagnosis are made, but many of the
chapters are about surgical technique and will be
of less interest. Section Four, “Recent Advances,”
has chapters on i and proced: for
blood volume measurement, blood transfusion,
anticoagulation, and control of hemorrhage. These
give the surgeon valuable information to broaden
his appreciation of what is available to him in the
care of these patients.

This book is a compendium of most of the gen-
erally-accepted current thought on the problems
relative to hemostasis, written in a quickly-read-
able style by authorities in the field. Sections
One, Two and Four may be recommended highly
to any physician, although they are written with
the surgical patient in mind. Accurate diagnosis
and appropriate management of bleeding disorders
will be better understood after perusal of these

pages.

K. Kanusox, M.D.
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