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Since the anesthesiologist is frequently the first
senior staff physician to reach the emergency room,
he should find the book invaluable, particularly in
treating emergencies with which he is only vaguely
familiar. Actually, the book would prove of equal
value to any physician since there are very few
emergencics not covered in the outlines.

Of unusual interest is the Appendix which lists
“Commercial sources of poisons and poisons gen-
erally found in household articles,” “The physi-
cian’s responsibilities in cases of poisoning,” “Ac-
cident prevention,” and “Dosages of drugs com-
monly used in emergencies. . . .” The book is
well printed, on an excellent grade of paper, and
the illustrations are clear and informative.

This book should be in every emergency room,
as well as in the operating room suite.

WiLLiam O. McQuiston, M.D.

Appraisal of Current Concepts in Anesthesiol-
ogy. VoLuMmEe 2. Eprrep BY JOHN ADRIANI,
M.D., Professor of Surgery, Tulane University
School of Medicine, New Orleans, Louisiana.
Pp. 478. Cloth. $10.75. C. V. Mosby Co., St.
Louis, 1964.

This is the second edition of the collection of
miniature reviews that have been prepared by the
staff and residents in the Department of Ancsthesi-
ology at Charity Hospital and edited by Dr.
Adriani. It is somewhat larger than the first vol-
ume, which was published in 1961, but quite
similar in format and style. In all, 45 different
topics are covered. Although there is some overlap
in context and content between the two volumes
(as an example, both editions have a section on
heart sounds during anesthesia), most of the sub-
ject matter in the present volume is new.

The stated aim of the book is to bridge the gap
that exists between publication of material in medi-
cal journals and inclusion in textbooks on anes-
thesiology and related fields. The great disad-
vantage of this type of predigestion of the literature
is that the reader must accept the interpretations
of another and so cannot employ or develop his
own critical faculties of evaluation. On the other
hand, the type of precis found in this volume can
give a rather clear picture of a subject that has
been of particular interest in anesthesiology during
the past several years, and this can be of great help
to the novice and to those who cannot or will not
keep up with current literature.

Davip M. LiTTLE, JR., M.D.

Anesthesia for Infants and Children. SEeconp
EprrioN. By RosBert M. SaurH, M.D., Ancs-
thesiologist, The Children’s Medical Center,

Anesthesiology
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Boston, Mass., Assistant Clinical Professor of
Anesthesia, Harvard Medical School. Pp. 470,
with 191 illustrations. Cloth, $13.50. The
C. V. Mosby Company, Saint Louis, 1963.

It is now apparent that we have a true textbook
of pediatric anesthesia, and it is one of very few
available “textbooks” relating to this subject. Dr.
Sinith is to be congratulated on attention to detail,
ovaluation of the new without forsaking values of
the old, and lucid style of writing which are
present in this second cdition. The excellent
illustrations scrve to emphasize the importance of
fundamental care.

There is really little in this volume with which
one may take issue. As the author states in rela-
tion to anesthesia for tonsillectomy, the argument
still rages as to whether an endotrachael technique
should be employed for this operation. However,
one might query his suggestion that in a moderate
head-down position “full control of the airway can
be maintained without intubation.,” Our experi-
ence would tend to negate this statement.

The chapter on “Anesthetic Complications” is a
gem which should be thoroughly perused by all
anesthesiologists. In this rapidly expanding sub-
specialty of anesthesia, it is hoped that the author
can adhere to his schedule of a new edition every

four years.
C. R. StePHEN, M.D.

The Atrioventricular Node and Selected Car-
diac Arrhythmias. By Davip ScuHerr, M.D,,
F.A.C.P.,, Professor of Clinical Medicine, New
York Medical College, anp Jures CoHeEN, M.D,,
F.A.C.P., Associate Professor of Medicine, New
York Medical College. Pp. 466. Cloth.
$18.75. Grune & Stratton, New York and Lon-
don, 1964.

David Scherf is well known for his electrocardio-
graphic studies on arrhythmias, having written
many papers and two carlier books on the general
subject. The origins and compass of the present
work are clearly defined in the preface. Having
observed certain unusual arrhythmias, the litera-
ture was reviewed in detail. A series of loosely
connected essays emerged which, when too volu-
minous for journalistic publication, were gathered
into book form. Because of an assumed relation
of the arrhythmias to the A-V node, chapters on
anatomy, histology, histochemistry and physiology
of the node were added. According to the authors
much of the work in this field is controversial and
their views are not necessarily in agrecement with
those of others.

There is little here of immediate interest to the
ancsthesiologist, with only rare reference to anes-
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