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Hypoxeinia in Ether Anesthesia, By Yrjd
Kuiuis, Licksa, Finland, Paper. Pp. 98 with
illustrations. ~ Mercatorin Kirjapaino, Helsinki,
Finland, 1962,

Following a fairly extensive review of pertinent
literature appearing before 1955 which dealt with
oxygen dcficiency and anesthesia, the author pre-
sents results of oximetric studies made in 1947~
IM8 at the Deaconess’ Hospital, Helsinki, during
anesthesia on 118 patients undergoing mainly major
surgical procedures. Open mask ether was used
in most cases with a few instances of the use of the
Turcos machine, Ombrédanne mask, instillation
mask, or local or intravenous methods. This study
was conducted under grants from the Licensing
Board and the Finnish Medical Association Duo-
decim.  Berg’s photocell oximeter was employed.

This monograph is replete with numerous tables
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and oximetric tracings which add greatly to its
value. The addition of concomitant explanatory
hotations to the tracings showing marked falls in
blood oxygen saturation, would have enhanced
understanding and educational worth of these
tracings. ‘That the majority of these ancsthetics
were administered by trainces undoubtedly ex-
plains the high incidence of complications.  Un.
fortunately, in scattered sites in the text, some of
the author's statistics are not in agreement with
cach other. There are occasional typographical
and translation errors,

The author’s investigative reports substantiate
observations madc by others that certain surgical
and anesthetic procedures may cause serious hy-
poxemia.  Every ancsthesiologist and surgeon
should be acutely aware of the potential hypoxic
hazards presented in this publication.
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