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In September 1962 the Third International
Congress of Anesthesiology was held in Ve
e To this meeting went nany anesthetists
from the United States. some as participants
in the scientific sessions and many others as
audience, Al swere participants in the ex-
tensive and elegant social funetions.

One wonders it am appreciable share of
those  attending  the  conference from the
United States were aware of the sienificance
of an International Congress on matters anes-
thetie in which there were close to 2,000 regis-
trants, Among these registrants were men and
women in the field of anesthiesia from Sonth
Americit. from Burope. from Alrica from Rus-
siv wnd the Near and Middle East. These
dedicated  pioncers reflected an astounding
arowtl in the specialty ot anesthesia, Fifteen
vears ago there were onby o handtul of phivsi-
cians in these varions areas fichting the battle
for recounition of their special interest inmedi-
cine. These people encotntered not only the
almost insurmountable dommation of many a
chicel surgeon and the practicalities ol eco-
nomic duress. bt decades ol apathy and in-
difference. With persistence and  with the
assistance of a tew enlightened sargeons, some
progressive faculties. some farsighted ministers
of health, and organizations such as the Waorld
Health Orvaanization. this onclens has devel-
oped i an ineredibly short time into a0 sub-
stuntial core of anesthetists with tremendons
poltential for the advancement  of - seientifie

anesthesia,

Fnalnd, Canada and the United s States
Jong have considered themselves to be Teaders
in the ficld.
challenged by men and women all over the

This Teadership is now being

world, 1t should Tave been apparent to those
attending the Congress trom Fngland, Canada
and the United States that contributions of
o seientific and  practical nature are being
made by these pioneers brom other conmiries.,
The eomtributions are evident not onlv i the
material presented at @ Congress, sl as that
held in Viamse but from perusal of the vapidly
expanding literature ine the ficld of anesthesia
emcutating from these conntrics, Finallv, one
is impressed with the ubiguity of physicians
i anesthesia. [t is anlikely for one to travel
to anyv country withont being able to contact
a fellow anesthetist. Inosueh contacts one s
frequently Favorablv impressed with the ex-
tent and the quality ot both clinical and re-
search facilities.

The nest Congress is to be held i Sao Paulo,
Brasil. in 1966 Those of us from the United
States who plan to attend that Congress had
better prepare now  to ncet strong compe-
tition. 1t progress in other comntries continnes
to be on a logarithmice scale, the challenge for
Teadership will be a read one. Do ot let the
Grand Ballrooms of the Totels in Schevenin-
aen. the Hofbuwrg Palaces of Vienne or the
Grande Salle ot Sao Paulo veil the scientifie
accomplishments  of our fellow  anesthietists
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