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aaine metabolism and regulation of blood
p essure.  The sedative effects are also in
Ji:e with the current thoughts concerning the
r le of amine metabolism in relation to brain
{ :nction, e.g. decreased serotonin levels lead
t+ decreased brain function and therefore
s dative effects. (Oates, J. A., and others: De-
cirboxylase Inhibition and Blood Pressure Re-
cuction by a-Methyl-3,4-Dihydroxy-dl-phenyl-
¢anine, Science 131: 1890 (June 24) 1960.)

THIOPENTAL AND BLOOD LIPID
Thiopental anesthesia in dogs and rats was
a-companied by a sharp fall in blood non-
esterfied fatty acids and a small increase in
blood sugar. No pronounced changes in the
blood concentrations of cholesterol, phospho-
lipids or fatty acid esters were observed.  Ether
anesthesia had no effect on the blood non-
esterfied fatty acids in rats. Hence, the fall
it nonesterfied fatty acids during thiopental
ancsthesia is not related to the anesthesia it-
sclf.  (Fodor, J., and Grafnetter, D.: Influence
of Thiopentone Anesthesia on Blood Lipid and
Blood Sugar Level, Brit. J. Pharmacol. 13: 282
(June) 1960.)

HYDROXYDION Hydroxydion (Viadril)
causes a moderate constriction of the renal
afferent and efferent arterioles similar to ether,
cyelopropane and thiopental. There is a tran-
sient moderate reduction of glomerular filtra-
tion rate and renal plasma flow rate.  (Kunz,
F., and Reubi, F.: The Bchavior of Renal
lemodynamics during Hydroxydion Narcosis,
Der Anaesthesist 9: 197 (June) 1960.)

BLOOD ETHER LEVELS Figures con-
c-ming cther content of venous blood of 29
pttients during the main forms of ether anes-
thesia are provided. Analysis of the results
shows that under certain conditions the con-
¢ ntration of cther in the blood can serve as
an index of the depth of anesthesia. The
s‘age of analgesia was associated with a blood
cher content of 19-32 mg./100 ml. The cor-
1 sponding figures for the stages of excitement
< surgical anaesthesia were 32-62 mg./100
1l and 70 mg./100 ml., respectively. Dur-
i.g combined ether-oxygen anesthesia similar
¢opths of ancsthesia were associated with

» milar blood ether contents. (Zhilis, B. G.:
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Ether Content of Blood During Various Typcs
of Ether Anacsthesia, Khirurgiya 6: 34, 1959.)

ALCOHOL After ingestion of a single dose
of ethanol there is an early diuresis accom-
panied by increased urinary 17-hydroxycorti-
coid output and lower plasma levels, followed
by decrease output in urine and an increase
in plasma 17-hydroxycorticoids to base-line val-
ues within 12 hours. Active adrenal stimula-
tion is suggested by the finding that a signifi-
cant drop in blood eosinophils at 4 hours after
ingestion occurs. Therefore, increased adreno-
cortical function after ethanol ingestion in man
was demonstrated. (Kissin, B., Schenker, V.,
and Schenker, A. C.: Acute Effect of Ethanol
Ingestion on Plasma and Urinary 17-Hydroxy-
corticoids in Alcoholic Subjects, Amer. J. Med.
Se. 239: 690 (June) 1960.)

ALCOHOL Intravenous infusion of 2 g./kg.
of ethanol depresses both serotonin and nor-
epincphrine levels in the brain stem of the
rabbit. The parallel decrease of both neuro-
hormones persists long after ethanol disap-
pears, an effect somewhat similar to that of
reserpine.  Chronic infusion of aleohol for 7
days produces a 50 per cent decrease in both
scrotonin and norepinephrine levels in the rab-
bit brain stem. (Gursey, D., and Olson, R. E.:
Depression of Sorotonin and Norepinephrine
Lecels in Brain Stem of Rabbit by Ethanol,
Proc. Soc. Exp. Biol. &~ Med. 104: 280 (June)
1960.)

MEPROBAMATE Meprobamate overdos-
age in a 19 year old girl caused stupor, de-
creased muscle tone and disproportionate
hypotension, the blood pressure falling until
both it and the pulse were unobtainable.
Mephentermine, and also dilute norepinephrine
drip which was continued for eleven hours,
raised the blood pressure promptly. No evi-
dence of shock occurred, the skin remaining
warm and pink. (Stevens, A. E.: Hypotension
Due to Meprobamate Ocerdosage, Brit. Med.
J.1: 1029 (April 2) 1960.)

PHENOTHIAZINE ATARAXICS Extra-
pyramidal reactions to phenothiazine lead to
hospitalization of 39 patients at Los Angeles
General Hospital during 1938 to 1960. Most
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