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caval, external jugular, and cisternal pressures,
which coincided with the forceful respiratory
efforts. The obstruction produced arterial hy-
poxia and hypercapnia. During hypothermic
obstruction, pressure increases were  signif-
icantly less and respiratory fluctuations damp-
ened.  The increase in endotracheal pressure
and minute volume of ventilation were ap-
proximately one-half those observed during
obstruction in normothermia.  Nevertheless,
there was no statistical difference in arterial
hypoxia nor in the increase in carbon dioxide
content produced by respiratory obstruction in
hypothermia as compared with normothermia.

Effect of Methylphenidate Ritalin on
Thiopental Ventilatory Depression. ]. Gegr-
ARD Coxverse, M.D., axp Sanrorp Coss,
M.D. Department of Anesthesiology, Univer-
sity of Miami School of Medicine at Jackson
Memorial Hospital, Miami, Florida.  The cffect
of methylphenidate hydrochloride (Ritalin) on
the ventilatory depression produced by thio-
pental was studied in man by CO, stimulus-
respouse techniques.  Patient response to a
changing CO, stimulus was measured  spiro-
metrically during pre-drug and post-drug pe-
riods, while a constant clectroencephalographic
level of thiopental narcosis was maintained for
both periods by adjusting the drip inflow rate
of thiopental as indicated by the EEG.  The
changing CO, stimulus was provided both be-
fore and after methylphenidate injection by
allowing endogenous CO, to accumulate in a
gliter closed rebreathing system for eight min-
utes.  Strength of stimulus was measured in
two parameters, P, of end-expiratory gas
and of jugular bulb blood. Magnitude of re-
sponse was measured as minute alveolar ven-
Between the two periods of CO, ac-
methylphenidate  0.55  mg. kg,
Stimulus and re-

tilation.
cumulation,
was given intravenously.
sponse magnitudes were observed in the sec-
ond, fifth and eighth minutes of each rebreath-
ing period. By dividing the observed values
of Py, and V, by the respective control
values, changes were expressed as “Py,, Ratio”
(P, R)  and  “alveolar ventilation Ratio”
(V,R). The ratios were plotted against each
other on rectangular coordinates. Post-methyl-
phenidate curves to the left of the pre-methyl-
phenidate curve probably indicate change of
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respiratory center threshold and/or sensitivity
in the dircction of stimulation, while additive
depression may be suspected if the “test” curve
lies to the right of the control curve. Studies
in 10 patients in whom end-expiratory gas
P, Was the only parameter by which stimulus
was quantified indicated that methylphenidate
does not favorably alter the ventilatory depres-
sion produced by thiopental under the condi-
tions of this study. It is recognized that re-
spiratory center activity is correlated  more
closely with the P, of jugular bulb blood
than with the P, of end-expiratory gas, and
studies are in progress to obtain this more ac-
curate stimulus evaluation.  [Supported in part
by a grant from Ciba Pharmaceutical Products,
Inc.]

Spectrophotometric Method for Analysis
of Blood Ether Tensions. Jasis A, CUTTER,
MDD, axp Bexrton D, Kine, M.D.  Depart-
ment of Anesthesiology, University of Buffalo
and the Edward J. Meyer Memorial Hospital,
Buffalo, New York. A micro-analytical pro-
cedure, based on the colorimetric micro-diffu-
sion method for alcohol (Sunshine, 1., and
Nenand, R.: Anal. Chem. 25: 653, 1953), has
been developed for sampling ether tensions
during anesthesia, which is both simple and
accurate.  The method utilizes a Conway
micro-diffusion cell, the interior of which is
divided into two concentric compartments.
The blood sample is placed in the outer com-
partment, and a mixture of sulfuric acid and
potassium dichromate is placed in the inner
compartment.  The 65 per cent sulfurie acid
acts as a desiccant to accelerate diffusion of
the ether into the center well and the dichro-
mate oxidizes the ether to acetic acid, during
which reaction it is reduced to chromic ion
with a color change from the vellow acid-
dichromate complex to the green chromic ion
which may be measured with precision on a
spectrophotometer at wave length of 428 milli-
microns.  During the diffusion reaction, the
Conway cell is scaled with a ground glass
cover to prevent loss of ether.  The diffusion is
accelerated by the addition of sodium car-
bonate to the blood in the outer compartment
and by incubation for three hours at 90 C.
Accurate calibration of the method was
achieved by an apparatus capable of produc-
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