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rather something of the philosophy and ad-
monitions of one with intimate knowledge of
the field about which he writes.

The anesthesiologist’s principle interest will
lic in the first 46 pages wherein the author
outlines his thoughts on infants and children
as patients, their preparation for operation,
their anesthetization and  their postoperative
care.,  The short chapters are replete with
common-sense statements, such as “We might
as well admit it—until we have completely
won the confidence of children, we are ogres
to them” or “Children are such amazing little
creatures.  Tell them in simple words why
they have to go to the doctor or to the hos-
pital or why they have to have an operation,
and, in most instances they will cooperate in a
fashion that adults might well emulate.”
There are some statements  anesthesiologists
will cherish, such as, “Any upper respiratory
tract infection—sore throat, running nose, or
cough—if detected, precludes admission to the
hospital; if appearing after admission, it auto-
matically cancels operation.”

The chapter on ancsthesia is less than 6
pages and that on cardiac arrest less than 5.
There are statements that some  anesthesiol-
ogists will dislike and disapprove.  Yet the
fundamental problems of pediatric anesthesia
are clearly stated, tried and proven techniques
are presented, and the intent is not antago-
nistic.  Of particular interest is the statement,
“The anesthesiologist with an audience of a
half-dozen observers who has to spend more
than a half hour in putting an infant to sleep
because of unavoidable difficulties, and who
during this time makes no excuses for his slow-
ness and resorts to no drastic expedients to im-
press the onlookers or to console the impatient
surgeon, is a gift beyond price to the welfare
of children who are entrusted to his care in
the operating room.”

The remainder of the book is devoted to a
brief deseription of the common pediatric op-
crations. While not of urgent concern to the
anesthesiologist, nowhere can he find a more
succinet account of the procedures and the
major hazards that await the unwary, It
would be profitable if every anesthesiologist
who anesthetizes children were to read and
study this latter portion of the book.

This is a delightful, well-written and nicely
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produced book. It would be unfortunate in-
deed if only a “stray anesthesiologist” would
read its chapters.

Jarzes E. Eckesnorr, M.D.

Symposium on Pulmonary Ventilation.
Eprten By Dr. R, P. Harsorn axp Pror.
R. Woorsenr,  Cloth $4.00 in U. S. Pp.
109, with 28 figures.  Williams and Wilki. s
Co., Baltimore, Marvland; John Sherratt &
Son, Altrincham, England, 1939.

Readers  who are interested  in - keeping
abreast of current rescarches in respiratory
physiclogy as it pertains to anesthesia will be
rewarded by a fascinating peck into the minds
and laboratorics of several eminent English
colleagues working in this ficld.  These are
the proceedings of a conference held in Leeds
on February 19, 1938, under the auspices of
the British Journal of Anesthesia. Included
are papers by 6 speakers and the discussion
contributed by 22 participants  representing
anesthesia, internal medieine, obstetries, phys-
ics, physiology and pharmacology.  The ma-
terial covered is topical and includes tech-
nology, pulmonarv mechanies, ventilation of
the newborn, a feeble attempt at some acid-
base physiology during hypothermia, manage-
ment of pulmonary  decompensation in - the
chronic respiratory cripple, and an intriguing
hypothesis regarding airway obstruction.  In
the main, the papers are well composed and
annotated with carefully selected references;
the discussion is conversational and easily fol-
lowed, even if some of the allusions to mech-
anisms are not.  The editors deserve eredit
for producing an unusually readable transcript
of a worthwhile symposium.

Duxcan A, HorLapay, M.D.

Physiologie und Pathophysiologie der At-
mung. Second Edition. By P. H. RossikR,
A. BUuLMANN AND K. WiesiNGeR.  Cloth
DM 58.60. Pp. 393, with 95 illustrations.
Springer-Verlag, Reichpretichufer 20, Berlin
W 35, 1958.

The need for a German textbook of lung
pathophvsiology was demonstrated by a com-
plete sell-out of the first edition in little more
than a year. As the authors state, this second,
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