Yimber o CURRENT COMMENT 303
Epidural Catheter o
]

Captain Edmond 1. Eger of the Army Hos- §s
pital at Fort Leavenworth reports a difficulty ]
with an epidural catheter. 3
A continuous epidural was to be adminis- 3
tered to a 37 vear old female for her third 3
Cesarian section, The catheter was passed

with easc through a 16-gauge Touhy needle
at the third lumbar interspace and 25 cc. of
3 per cent lidocaine with epinephrine 1: 200,-
000 were given through the catheter.  Ques-

Radiograph of catheter in pl.1ce, anterior-
- posterior view.
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Radiograph of catheter in place, lateral view.
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tionable anesthesia resulted and 25 minutesy
later 35 cc. of 1.2 per cent lidocaine were given§
through the catheter. No anesthesia rcsullcd.o
The operation was then performed under ]oc:do
anesthesia until removal of the baby and thcnU'
under nitrous oxide-oxygen-thiopental. ’."

Postoperatively, radiographs of the mth(.tcr"’
in place (the catheter was radioopaque) rc-%
vealed the following: the catheter had been in-g
troduced into the epidural space, had pmt’:t:dcdO
a short distance up the space, turned 180 de-D
grees, come down to the previous (fourth lumu
bar) interspace and then had exited thmug}E_
the intervertebral foramen presumably in como
pany with the fourth Jumbar nerve trunk (nm
paresthesias were noted). The xlluslmlmrg
shows the anterior-posterior and lateral vu:wso

Measurement of the catheter after its rc-
moval demonstrated that 8 cm. had been in2
troduced into the epidural space.
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