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irritant.. Mastforiis of “sing-atrial block are
due to increased vagal tone, and this is com-
monly due to" digitalis intoxication. - The ir-
ritant action of digitalis may be evidenced by
atrial fibrillation,. atrial tachycardia, and ven:
tricular extra systoles. Depletion of potassium
and excess of caleitim enhance the toxic effects
of digitalis. ~ Cortisone given to the digitalized
patient may cause digitalis toxicity by inducing
a-Joss of potassium. " The treatment -of ar-
rhvthmias due t6 overdosage consists of with-
holding the drug, giving potassium of a chela:
ting agent to depress serum calcium, and giving
procaine ainide. - (Connolly; D. C.:- Arrhyth-
mias” Associated with Digitalis Therapy, Post-
grad. Med. 25: 509 (May)-1959.)

INTERACTION -OF RELAXANTS The
time course of the interaction between decame-
thonium _or “succinylcholine -and - tubocurarine
was determined by the rabbit head-drop tech-
nicue.  Pretreatment with decamethoniom’ de-
creased the amount of tubocurarine réquired to
produce head-drop to an even greater “extent
than did pretreatment with tubocurarine itself.
Succinvlcholine ~ pretreatment decreased the
head-drop dose of tubocurarine.” If “tubo-
curarine were administered first and succinyl-
cholitie ten-minutes later, the head-drop dose
of _succinvlcholine ‘was reduced. .~ (Smith, C.
M., and Usban, C.: Initeraction Betweéen Neuro-
muscular Blocking Agents: Time Course of Ef-
fects as Assessed by Rabbit Head-Drop Assay,
I Pharmacol. & Exper. Therap. - 125: 227
(Mareh) 1959.)

NEOMYCIN APNEA Two patients, 84 and
83 years old, developed-apnea following intra-
peritoneal “instillation” of 27 Gm. of neomyein.
Both patients altimately éxpired, although one
regovered fromhis apnea before death. - (Dore-
muis, W. P.: Respiratory Arrest Following In:
traperitoneal “Use .of Neomycin, - Ann, -Surg.
149: 546 (Aprily 1959))

PRESTONAL -Prestonal (G-25178) is a
shortacting -muscle  relaxant ~which hag  little
action “on blood ~ pressure -but “occasionally
causes - tachyeardia, Tt "also “possesses  anti-
cholinesterase activity, - There s no antidote
available.” (Hunter,. A R.: - Prestonal - (G-
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25178); A New Shortacting Muscle Relaxant,
Der Anaesthesist-8: 82 {March) 1959.)

MEPROBAMATE INTOXICATION A
case of deep coma due to overdose of a prep-
aration . containing “meprobamite is presented.
Meprobamate was detected -iri - blood, - gastric
washings, and urine. ~ He was treated conserva-
tively ‘with ‘vasopressor drugs and intravenous
infusions. He demonstrated marked cutaneous
sasodilatation,  He récovered corisciousness 39
hours after admission, - (Bedson, H:. 8.: Coma
Due to ‘Meprobamate Intoxication, Lancet 1:
288 (Feb. 7)-1959.)

DEXTRAN - Administration of - more ~ than
2,000 ml. of Dextran-intravenously may in-
crease  the - bleeding ‘time. It increases the
blood volume and causes hemodilution, " Within
twenty-four hours after intravenous administra-
tion Dextran is either excreted or metabolized.
It i5 the best plasma volume expander to use,
awaiting blood, and is the only one now being
added to the national stockpile by the Federal
Civil Defense “Administration. - ( Howard, -J.,
and others: The Present Status -of Dextran as
a - Plasma “Expander, Am.].- Surg. 97: 593
(May) 1959.)

HYDROXYDIONE  Presuren brand of hy-
droxvdione is a fine powder readily soluble in
0.25-0.5 per cent procaine solution.” No pain
oeeurs on rapid injection of such mixtures. In
346 patients thus anesthetized with  precau-
tions to insure emptying of the veins, the in-
cidence ‘of thrombosis was reduced almost -to
that seen with thiopental. " Thrombosis tended
to be painless and not extensive. Tn dosage of
5-8 mgm./1b. to provide basal narcosis in. pre-
medicated - patients induction -time with the
rapid - injections ‘was three minutes,. The use
of this drig 15 advoeated “in “anesthesia for
Caesarian section and in - patients with partial
respiratory obstruction. - (Galley, "A."H., and
Lerman, L. H.: A New Technique with Hy-
droxydione, Brit: M. ] 1: 332 (Feb. T} 1959)

FAMILIAL DYSAUTONOMIA . This dis-
wase is a congenital condition frequently seen
in"siblings “and characterized by spe¢ific dis-
turbances “of the nervous system, particularly
the autonomic division.. Striking features are:
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