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Handbook of Respiration. ANALYSIS AND
COoMPILATION BY PuiLip L. ALTMAN, JoHN
F. GiBsoN, Jr.,, M.D., anp Cuarres C.
Wanc. Eprrep By DororHy S. DITTMER
aNp RuborLpH M. GreBe. Prepared under
the direction of the Committee on Hand-
book of Biological Data, National Academy
of Sciences, National Research Council. Pp.
430 with illustrations. Paper $7.50. W,
B. Saunders Company, Philadelphia and
London, 1958.

The material in this reference work was
contributed by many individuals prominent in
physiology and anesthesiology. This large
volume is made up almost entirely of tables,
charts, and diagrams. It contains a wealth of
factual data related to respiration. The topics
include the physics and chemistry of gases
with particular reference to respiration; the
anatomy of the respiratory system with special
emphasis upon weights, measurements, and
physical relationships in both man and ani-
mals; pulmonary function and the factors
which influence it in both health and disease;
the physical characteristics of normal and
artificial respiration; the effects of drugs, ex-
ercise and variation of the inhaled gases upon
the respiration, and oxygen consumption in
tissues and in varieties of animals and plants.
There are also excellent sections on the blood
and its constituents, and their relationship to
respiration.

The data and references should be of im-
measurable value to research workers and to
practicing anesthesiologists.

Jay Jacosy, M.D.

The Recovery Room—A Symposium. By
JouN Apriani, M.D., Director, Depart-
ment of Anesthesia, Charity Hospital of
Louisiana, New Orleans; Professor of Sur-
gery, School of Medicine, Tulane University,
AND JonN B. ParMLEY, M.D., Visiting An-
esthesiologist, Tulane Unit, Charity Hospital,
New Orleans, Instructor in Surgery, School

of Medicine, Tulane University. American
Lecture Series, Publication No. 340. Cloth
$4.25. Pp. 123 with 17 illustrations.
Charles C Thomas, Publisher, 301-327
East Lawrence Ave., Springfield, Ill., 1958.

Dr. John Adriani, a respected authority in
anesthesiology, edits this symposium which
consists of a collection of answers from 435
authorities in anesthesia, surgery, nursing and
hospital administration, to leading questions
posed on the nature and practical function of
the recovery room. This unusual style of
presentation, plus orderly division of material
into sequential chapters, makes for easy read-
ing. A final chapter, contributed by the
authors, on the management of special prob-
lems in the recovery room is particularly con-
cise, and offers an excellent outline of data
of interest to all nursing personnel. There is
an author and subject index.

This symposium should be of particular in-
terest to hospital administrators and nursing
personnel. The informed anesthesiologist will
not get much new information on recovery
rooms.

J. GErarp ConvVERSE, M.D.

Modern Trends in Anesthesia. Ebprrep By
Frankis T. Evans, M.B., B.S., F.F.A.R.C.S,,
D. A, anp T. Ceci. Gray, M.D., F.F.A.-
R.C.S. Cloth $15.00. Pp. 318 with 30 il-
lustrations and 22 tables. Paul B. Hoeber,
Inc., New York, 1958.

The practicing clinical anesthesiologist should
be grateful for this volume, a series of excellent
review articles on topics of interest in anes-
thesia.

The contributors are outstanding authorities
from four countries and more than a dozen
medical centers, and the subject matter covers
a wide range; the muscle relaxant drugs (Dr.
W. D. M. Paton); the pharmacology of the
newer anesthetic agents (Dr. J. W. Dundee);
the physiology of consciousness and sleep (Dr.
W. G. Walter); analgesic and sedative drugs
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