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The text is brief—almost telegraphic—and is
amply illustrated with simple diagrams and
many actual electrocardiograms, The first and
longest chapter presents the basic physical
principles underlying the electrical phenomena
associated with heart action. Despite brutally
oversimplified circuit diagrams which fail to
provide a completed path for the flow of cur-
rents, the reader is persuaded that he can now
interpret tracings without relying on “pattern
memorization.” The rest of the text systema-
tically covers the elementary findings in cardiac
arrthythmias, heart block, ventricular hyper-
trophy, ischemia and death of myocardium,
electrolyte imbalances, and the effects of digi-
talis and quinidine. Two useful paragraphs
and a table are devoted to the significance and
normal limits of the QT interval.

Duncan A. Horapay, M.D.

An Introduction to Chest Surgery. By Geor-
FREY FraveLL, F.R.C.S. (EncLAaND), M.R.
C.P. (LonpoN), Thoracic Surgeon, The Lon-
don Hospital. Cloth $7.50. Pp. 354, with
180 illustrations. Oxford University Press,
Amen House, Warwick Sq., London; 114
Fifth Ave., New York 11, 1957.

The author’s stated objective in preparing
this introductory textbook of chest surgery was
to produce a book which would be readable
and inexpensive. In his own words he has
“taken the unusual course of writing this book
in current English, hoping one day to see a
student read it in a train.” In the opinion of
this reviewer he has in large measure accom-
plished his purpose.

The book is divided into three parts. The
first, comprising more than two-thirds of the
total volume, is devoted to surgery of the
lungs, pleura, and thoracic confines. The
other two are entitled “Surgery of the Esopha-
gus” and “Surgery of the Heart and Great
Vessels,” respectively. The diagnosis and se-
lection of patients for surgery is covered ade-
quately, and descriptions of many of the prin-
cipal operations are included. In addition to
52 diagrammatic drawings illustrating the text,
there are 128 roentgenograms. The latter,
although they are necessarily small in scale,
are remarkable in clarity of reproduction.
There is no bibliography included. The book

is well indexed for reference.
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This book is recommended for reading and

reference by the anesthesiologist and by resi-.

dents in anesthesiology.
Juria G. Arrowoob, M.D.

Pediatric Surgery. By ORvAR SWENSON,
M.D., Surgeon-in Chief, The Boston Float-
ing Hospital for Infants and Children; Pro-
fessor of Pediatric Surgery, Tufts Univer-
sity School of Medicine. Cloth $20.00.
Pp. 740, with more than 200 illustrations.
Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc., 35 W. 32nd
St., New York 1, 1958.

This textbook on pediatric surgery is an ex-
cellent supplement to texts on general surgery
which deal primarily with adult surgical prob-
lems. Minor surgical procedures that are fre-
quently treated rather casually in many tests
are described in considerable detail. This fea-
ture alone makes Dr. Swenson’s text a valuable
reference book for any of the house staff, as
well as for the young surgeon whose experi-
ence with pediatric problems is often limited.
The entire volume is illustrated exceptionally
well,

Many surgeons with limited pediatric experi-
ence may depend on the anesthesiologist to
evaluate the patient preoperatively and Dr.
Swenson lists basic principles for the anes-
thesiologist. Chapters on anesthesia discuss
induction, equipment, indications for endo-
tracheal intubation and complications. No at-

tempt is made to discuss physiology or phar-

macology as related to pediatric anesthesiology.
WirLiam O. McQuiston, M.D.

Encyclopédie Meédico-Chirurgicale. Anes-
thesie-Reanimation. Published under the
direction of Dgs. J. BAuMaNN, E. KERN, AND
J. Lassner. Cloth. Pp. 653, 98 parts, with
275 illustrations. Encyclopédie Médico-
Chirurgicale, 18, rue Séguier, Paris 6e,
France, 1958.

This volume, edited by the Professor of
Anesthesiology of the Faculty of Medicine of
Paris in collaboration with 50 other anes-
thesiologists, is one of a 27-volume Encyclo-
pedia of Medicine and Surgery published in
French. It reviews the field of Anesthesia
and Resuscitation.

The volume is printed on excellent paper -

with clear, large illustrations and charts. The
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subject material as outlined and reported by
the authors of the various sections is concise,
informative and documented for the most part
with an excellent bibliography at the end of
each section. The articles cited are up-to-date
and the reviewer is happy to see that articles
other than those in the European literature are
mentioned.

One can pick out various sections and dis-
agree with techniques and conclusions. In the
description of the practice of anesthesia in
France, the reviewer was disappointed to note
that in the illustrations and text on the subject
of subarachnoid anesthesia draping of the pa-
tient and the use of sterile gloves are not in evi-
dence. The sections on history, pharmacology,
physiology of respiration and circulation, as well
as those on physics for the anesthetist and ap-
paratus, are quite inclusive. The volume also
contains sections closely allied to the specialty
of anesthesia such as blood typing, transfusion,
exchange transfusion, techniques of venopunc-
ture, fluid therapy, etc. The section on oxy-
gen therapy is short but no important details
were omitted. There is also a well written
and valuable chapter on premedication and
anesthesia for the experimental animal, includ-
ing dosages and routes of administration.

For the anesthesiologist who reads French,
be he resident or practitioner, this is an ex-
cellent reference and text book.

Paur R. Dumkg, M.D.

Die Postoperativen Frithkomplikationen. By
Doz. Dr. Kurt WIEMERS AND DR. ErNsT
KerN, Freiburg/Br. Cloth DM 38 (about
$9). Pp. 262, with 52 illustrations. Georg
Thieme Verlag, Stuttgart; Intercontinental
Medical Book Corp., New York 16, 1957.

This book is a far-reaching presentation of
postoperative complications written by doctors
of wide clinical experience. It presents col-
lectively an abundance of clinical experiences
and practical methods otherwise found only
scattered in single works. Clinically tried and
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proven methods are emphasized, but the litera-
ture also is amply cited.

There are three chief sections of the book.
The first concerns the physio-pathology of
the postoperative phase and is composed of
chapters regarding respiratory complications;
changes in blood and electrolyte content and
renal function; circulatory complications on
both the side of the heart and the peripheral
circulation, and also thrombi and emboli; and,
a final interesting chapter regarding postopera-
tive psychic changes.

The second large division concerns special
early postoperative complications as related
to particular areas of the body. Thus there
are considered complications of thoracotomy
per se regarding atelectasis, pneumothorax,
mediastinal emphysema, etc.; complications
after operations on the lung, and after opera-
tions on the heart. Similarly considered are:
complications after abdominal procedures,
after operations on endocrine glands, or on the
extremities and skeletal system, after severe
burns, the treatment of tetanus, and pediatric
and geriatric procedures. v

The final chief section of the monograph is
an excellent one on techniques for care of the
various complications already considered. The
previous sections are well documented and
illustrated, but this third section is even more
completely covered. Methods for blind nasal
intubation, for topical anesthetization for
bronchoscopies, etc., are described and illus-
trated.

All points are well and thoroughly discussed.
The illustrations are excellent. Some of the
graphs and tabulations are exceptionally use-
ful. There is the disadvantage, of course, of
the complicated method of expression in the
German language, and that the reading may
prove tedious and prolonged. In a final sec-
tion references to the literature are grouped
according to the postoperative complications
concerned and should be of particular interest
to the surgeon or anesthesiologist.

O. S. OrtH, M.D.
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