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pine have consistently demonstrated lack of
correlation between pharmacologieal effects
and tissue concentrations. Labeled reser-
pine was found to be present in brzin and
liver throughout and beyond the entire
period of observahle pharmacologieal re-
I The ration in the brain
varied little during the entire period of ob-
servable activity and bore no relationship
to the intensity of response. It is suggested
to look to some tissue other than the brain
as the primary site of action of reserpine.
(Sheppard, M., and others: Brain Reser-
pine Lervels Following Large and Swmall
Doses of Reserpine-II*, Proc. Soc. Ezper.
Biol, & Med, 97: 717 (April) 1958.)

NEUROMYAL BLOCK Histumine ad-
ministered to cats by intraarterial injection
is capable of reversing a depolarizing type
of neuromuseular block and of potentinting
a nondepolarizing type bhlock. Histamine
injected intravenously does not produce
this effect, presumnbly due to either dilu-
tion or plasma protein binding. No ex-
planation for the mechanism of action of
this agent is available, although it is in-
teresting to note that the substance can
cause a nmarked release of potassium from
cells. (Schenk, E. A. and Anderson, E. G.:
Effect of Histamine on Neuromyal Block-
ing Agents, J. Pharmacol. & Exper.
Therap, 122: 231 (Feb.) 1958.)

DIGITALIS The pharmacological re-
sponse to digitalis appears to be antago-
nized hy potassium chloride in spite of the
fact that the LDgy for potassium chloride
is less in the presenee of digitalis than it is
in normal dogs. An effect due to the
anion present with the potassinm is pos-
sible. Keyl, A. C.: Digitalis Antagonism,
Part I, A. M. A. Arch. of Int. Med. 101:
819 (May) 1958.)

BARBITURATE POISONING The
respiratory arrest dose (RAD) of pento-
barbital sodium in cats given no specific
treatment was 69 mgs./Kg. of body weight.
Artifieial respiration nlone supported life
in animals until doses of barhiturate aver-
aging 4.3 times the RAD had been given.
Treatment with neosynepbrine in addition
to artifieinl ventilation sustained life until
6.7 times the RAD had been given. In
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another series of animals, picrotoxin red-
stated spontaneous respirntion up to It
not beyond 2.0 times the RAD. Curdime
arrhythmias appeared in three-fifths of ﬁie
animals who remnined apneic during pi;@)—
toxin treatment. Convulsions wore fre
quent. Mikedimide (Megimide) reinstated
pont. respiration in imals wjo
had reecived pentobarbital up to, but it
beyond, 1.4 times the RAD. Cardinc B¥-
rhythmias appeared in one-fifth of all agi-
mals treated with Mikedimide, Convulsigns
appeared in two-thirds of the animals wjo
remained apneic. (Lavenson, G. S., JF.,
Plum, F., and Swanson, A. G.: Physiologi-
cal Munagement Compared twith Pharrgn-
cological and Electrical Stimulation in Bgr-
biturate Poisoning, J. Pharmacol. & Expér.
Therap. 122: 271 (Feb.) 1958.) 3
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THIOPENTAL SHOCK Sudden
lease of large amounts of catechol-nmiges
after administration of Pentothal in pan-
tients with pheochromocytoma has b@n
found to precipitate a peeulinr form Sf
peripheral shock. There is tachycardg,
sweating, pallor, cyunosis and ahsence ®f
peripheral pulses, but there is no evideide
of respiratory failure, and eentral arterial
pressure is elevated with an extremely npy-
row pulse pressure, (Marc-Aurele, J., diid
others: Peculiar Form of Clinical Slmg,
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SHOCK AND ACIDOSIS Two henlthy
human subjeets were given intravengys
pinephrine during {arterial g}
7.37), during 10 per cent carhon dioxide
rebreathing (arterial pH 7.23), and durigg
voluntary hyperventilation (arterial
7.61). TInerements in heart rate and &-
ferial pressure following epinephrine g
jection were greatest during respiratary
alkalosis and least during respiratqry
acidosis. s

Clinieal patients with septicemin apd
shock who had become refractory to pressor
agents were studied. When refractory o
the pressor effects of sympnthomimetje
amines, arterinl blood studies demonstrated
metaholic acidosis with arterial blood #II
values as low ns 7.06. Correetion of acido-
sis by intravenouns administration of mol3r
sodium lnetate resulted in an incread¥d
pressor  resy to icomimeti

sympat ie




