584 BRIEFS FROM THE LITERATURE

where mean arterial blood pressure fell to
50 per cent of the prespinal value there
were decreases in cerebral blood flow and
cerebrovascular resistanee but the cerchral
oxygen consumption did not change. No
significant changes oecurred in blood gases
and pII values in the normotensive group.
In the hypertensive group the arterial oxy-
gen content, jugular venous oxygen con-
tent and oxygen capacity appeared to de-
crease and the arterial-jugular vein oxygen
difference incrensed.  Arterial blood lae-
tate nnd pyruvate were significantly ele:
vated during high spinal anesthesia. It was
suggested that renal or splanchnic ischemia
might he responsible for these effects.
(Kleinerman, J., Sancetta, S. M., and
Hackel, D. B.: Effects of High Spinal
Anesthesia on Cerebral Circulation and
Metabolism in Man, J. Clin. Invest. 37:
285 (Feb.) 1958.)

PERTUSSIS TREATMENT Novo-
caine block treatment of whooping cough
was employed on 72 children during the
paroxysmal stage. The block was effected
by 20-30 injections of a 0.25 or 05 per
cent solution on the sides of a triangle with
the apex at the level of the 2nd cervieal
vertebra; the total of novocaine applied
was 15-55 ml.  In 51 children the
paroxysms ceased completely 10 days after
establishment of the block, and in 15
children the frequeney of paroxysms was
lessened. The author recommends novo-
caine block as one of the methods of
treatment of whooping cough. (Sheinman,
A. A.: Effectiveness of Hypodermic Novo-
caine Block in Treatment of Whooping
Cough, Pediat. Akush i Ginek, 6: 32 1956.)

INTRACTABLE PAIN Phenol in a
radiopaque solution or silver mnitrate in
phenol and glycerin were injected intra-
theeally for the treatment of intractable
pain in 50 patients. At least 1 ml. of
7.5 per cent phenol in “myodil” can safely
be injected intrathecally for the treatment
of intractable pain. (Nathan, P. W., and
Secott, T. G.: Intrathecal Phenol for In-
tractable Pain: Safety and Dangers of
Method, Lancet 1: 76 (Jan.) 1958.)
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SLOUGH Gangrene of the prepuce fol-
lowed local anesthesin with 1 per cent
lidocaine and epinephrine 1:100,000 for
repair of hypospadias and chordee in an
adult made. (Pinkham, E. W., and Steven-
son, A, W.: Unusual Reaction to Local
Amnaesthesia, U. S. Armed Forces, M. J.
9: 120 (Jan.) 1958.)

ETHER New documents: concerning Pi-
rogov found in the Central State Archive
of Military History and in its Leningrad
branch in 1955 are reproduced. A letter
of Pirogov regarding his work “An account
of wartime activities in Dagestan hospitals”
is of special interest. It provides grounds
for the claim of Russian science for being
the originator of ether anesthesia. (Kor-
neev, V. M.: New Data Concerning Activi-
ties of Pirogov, Nov. Khir. Arkh. G: 23
1956.)

PIROGOV Pirogov paid great attention
to the problems of inhalation anesthesia,
which he used himself for the first time
in 1847. For the first operations the pa-
tients inhaled the vapors of ether directly
from a glass. Later Pirogov constructed
an apparatus consisting of an india-rubber
face piece and an ether vapor conducting
system, which presented very little re-
sistance to respiration and allowed gradual
transition from low to high concentration
of ether. This apparatus was portable,
comfortable for the patient and simple in
use. A second model of the npparatus
was improved by provision of a control
tap for accurate dosage. During the
Crimean war Pirogov’s apparatus was used
for chloroform and cther anesthesia on
10,000 patients without a single death.
Pirogov nlso developed a method of reetal
cther anesthesin and experimented on ani-
mals with intratracheal cther anesthesia.
(Serednitskii, A. M.: Pirogov—Originator
of Methods and Technigues of Inhalation
Anesthesia, Nov. Khir. Arkh. 6: 60, 1956.)

GREATNESS Man becomes great ex-
actly in the degree in which he works for
the welfare of his fellowmen.—Gandii.

The “Briefs” of Russian literature were taken from Ezcerpta Medica’s “Abstracts
of Soviet Medicine,” which is supplied through the Public Health Service of the National

Institutes of Health.

20z ludy 61 uo 3sanb Aq ypd°G0100-000.08S6 L-Z¥S0000/656609/785//6 1 /4Pd-0101n1e/AB0|0ISOUISBUE/WOD IIEUYDIDA|IS ZESE//:d}}Y WOI) papeojumoq



