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cental trunsmission occurred almost jm-
mediately.  Placental blood levels were
about 74 per cent of the maternal level
and persisted at about the same equi-
librimn for 185 minutes. No significant
increase in depression of infants was
noted in the experimental serics compared
with control series. (Fealy, J.: Placental
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(Danielbek, D. A.: Ezperience in Use of
Oxycaine in Surgery, Izv. Akad. Nauk
Armyansk. 9: 29, 1956.)

CYCLAINE Complaints of burning fol-
lowing injections of hexyleaine promoted
the study of the irritating properties of
this otherwise effective drug. Compared
with ine and lidocaine, hexyleaine

Transmission of Pentobarbital Sodi
Obst. & Gynec. 11: 342 (Aar.) 1.’)58)

INTRAUTERINE FETAL ECG Re-
cordings on an 8 channel electroencephalo-

graph machine from up to 12 anteriorly
placed clectrodes were made of the fetal
heart in utero as early as the eightcenth
week in some (by the twenty-third week
in all) of 10 normal patients. This ex-
amination offers a fourth means of de-
termining pregnancy and the presence of
a live fetus. (Skemp, J. T., and Millen,
F. J.: Electroencephalograph Tracings of
Fetal Heart in Utero, Obst. £ Gynec. 11:
149 (Feb.) 1938.)

PUDENDAL BLOCK Although ob-
stetrical anesthesin coverage is available
24 hours n day at Tacoma General Hos-
pital, an increasing number of deliveries
are lished by pudendal block. An-
mthosnolo«nsts udmmnsmr nitrous oxide
analgesia and are available for complete
anesthesia or for infant resuscitation when
required.  Transvaginal pudendal nerve
block is facilitated by means of a device
made from a vaginal retraetor. It is
notched at the end to allow the operator
to palpate the ischenl spine and contains
a penrose drain covered guide tube to
control the needle placement. (Koll,
G. C.: Transtaginal Pudendal-Nerve Block
with Improved Instrument, Obst. & Gynec.
11: 314 (March) 1958.)

OXYCAINE Oxyeaine is a new anes-
thetic agent. It was synthwzed in

was the most irritant. It was used for
production of dermal wheals, for direct
and indireet sciatic nerve injections in
rabbits, and for injections into the an-
terior chamber of the eye in rabbits. The
authors suggest that hexyleaine hydrochlo-
ride be used with great caution or not at
all in the practice of regional infiltration
analgesin. (Tait, D. 4., Reese, N. 0., and
Davis, D. A.: Comparative Study of
Hezxyleaine, Procaine, and Lidocaine with
Specific Attention to Tissue Irritation,
South. M. J. 51: 358 (Mar.) 1958.)

ISOBARIC SPINALS Concerned with
the poor anesthesia obtained from hyper-
baric spinal anestheties for lower extrem-
ity surgery, the author began using iso-
baric anesthetic solutions (1 per cent
Pontocaine in snlmc, 4 per cent procaine,
or 4 per cent Xylocaine in water). One
or two cubic centimeters of isobaric so-
lution are mixed with enough spinal fluid
to make a volume of 3-3l% ee. Using
this for operations on the lower extremi-
ties, buttocks, and lower back the autbor
has been impressed with the complete an-
esthesia and lack of hypotension. He be-
lieves that the hyperbarie technique re-
cults in layering of the anesthetic agent
in the dorsal curvature and saeral sae
leaving the higher Jumbar areas with
relatively no analgesia. (Baldwin, R. E.:
Clinical Qbservations on Isobaric Spinal
Aucathcam, South. M. J., 51: 147 (Feb.)
1958.)

SPINAL ANESTHESIA The effects of

ind

Armenia in 1953. Following y
investigations on mice the new substance
was used in elinical practice (in abount 200
operations) for local anesthesia, for block
anesthesin and intravenously. There were
no manifestations of toxicity. One of
the important advantages of this prepara-
tion is its stability. In spite of boiling
and storage, solutions of oxyeaine remain
stable and do not lower the antibacterial

hyp i d by high spinal anes-
thesia (above T.) on cerebral cirenlation
und metabolism were studied in human
subjects. In the wnormotensive group
cerebral blood flow and cerebral oxygen
consumption were unchanged despite a 32
per cent decrease in mean arterial blood
pressure, There was a significant fall in
eerchrovasenlar resxstnnce which was re-

ible for the t of cerebral

activity of sulphonamides and antibiotics.

blood flow. In the hypertensive patients
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where mean arterial blood pressure fell to
50 per cent of tlie prespinal value there
were decreases in cerebral blood flow and
cerebrovaseular resistance but the cerebral
oxygen ption did not ehange. No
significant changes occurred in blood gases
and pIH values in the normotensive group.
In the hypertensive group the arterial oxy-
gen content, jugular venous oxygen cone
tent and oxygen eapaeity appeared to de-
crease and the arterial-jugular vein oxygen
difference incrensed.  Arterinl blood lac-
tate and pyruvate were significantly ele:
vated during bigh spinal anesthesia. It was
suggested that renal or splanchnic ischemin
might be responsible for these effects,
(Kleinerman, J., Sancetta, S. M., and
Hackel, D. B.: Effects of High Spinal
Anesthesia on Cercbral Circulation and
Mectabolism in Man, J. Clin, Invest. 37:
285 (Feb.) 1958.)

PERTUSSIS TREATMENT Novo-
caine block treatment of whooping cough
was employed on 72 children during the
paroxysmal stage, The block was effected
by 20-30 injections of a 025 or 0.5 per
eent solution on the sides of a trinngle with
the apex at the level of the 2nd cervieal
vertebra; the total of novocaine applied
was 15-656 wml. In 51 children the
paroxysms ceased completely 10 days after
establishment of the block, and in 15
children the frequency of paroxysms was
lessened.  The author recommends novo-
caine block as one of the methods of
treatment of whooping cough. (Sheinman,
A. A.: Effectiveness of Hypodermic Novo-
caine Block in Treatment of Whooping
Cough, Pediat. Akush i Ginek, G: 32 1956.)

INTRACTABLE PAIN Phenol in a
radiopaque solution or silver mnitrate in
phenol and glycerin were injected intra-
theeally for the treatment of intractable
pain in 50 patients. At least 1 ml, of
7.5 per cent phenol in “myodil” can safely
be injected intratheeally for the treatment
of intractable pain. (Nathan, P. W., and
Seott, T. G.: Intrathecal Phenol for In-
tractable Pain: Safety and Dangers of
Method, Lancet 1: 76 (Jan.) 1958.)

Anesthesiology
July-August, 1958
SLOUGH Gangrene of the prepuce fol-
lowed loeal anesthesia with 1 per cent
lidocaine and epinephrine 1:100,000 for
repair of hypospadias and chordee in an
adult made. (Pinkham, E. W., and Steven-
son, A. W.: Unusual Reaction to Local
Anaesthesia, U. S. Armed Forces, M. J,
9: 120 (Jan.) 1958.)

ETHER New documents: concerning Pi-
rogov found in the Central State Archive
of Military History and in its Leningrad
branch in 1955 are reproduced. A letter
of Pirogov regarding his work “An account
of wartime activities in Dagestan bospitals”
is of special interest. It provides grounds
for the claim of Russinn science for being
the originator of ether anesthesin. (Kor-
neev, V. M.;: New Data Concerning Activi-
ties of Pirogov, Nov. Khir, Arkh, G: 23
1956.)

PIROGOV Pirogov paid great attention
to the problems of inhalation anesthesia,
which he used himself for the first time
in 1847. For the first operations the pa-
tients inhaled the vapors of ether directly
from a glass. Later Pirogov constructed
an apparatus consisting of an india-rubber
face picce and an ether vapor condueting
ystem, which pr d very little re-
sistance to respiration and allowed gradual
transition from low to high concentration
of ether. This apparatus was portable,
comfortable for the patient and simple in
nse. A second model of the apparatus
was improved by provision of a eontrol
tap for accurate dosage. During the
Crimean war Pirogov’s apparatus was used
for chloroform and ecther anesthesia on
10,000 patients without a single death.
Pirogov also developed a method of reetal
ether anesthesia and experimented on ani-
mals with intratracheal ecther anesthesia.
(Sereduitskii, A. M.: Pirogov—OQriginator
of Methods and Techniques of Inhalation
Anesthesia, Nov. Khir. Arkh. 6: 60, 1956.)

GREATNESS Man becomes great ex-
actly in the degree in which he works for
the welfare of his fellowmen.—Gandhi.

The “Briefs” of Russian literature were taken from Exzcerpta Medica’s “Abstracts

of Soviet Medici
Institutes of Health,

,” which is supplied through the Public Health Service of the National
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