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Igetic doses of:. idi depress and defer the respiration of the delivered infant.”
On page 808, the slntcmcnt is made: “In traumatic shock, when the circulation is serionsly
impaired, ether is prcfnrred " The author then proceeds to present arguments telling why
the above statement is not true.

On the whole, however, the hook treats subjeets with which nncsthcsmlogxsts are con-
cerned adequately and accurately, This is one of the best texts in the field and it is
pleasing to find that with the rapid advances in pharmacology, it has heen brought up-to-
date. Tt will be of value to all pharmacologists and anesthesiologists.

- RoserT W. VirTUE, M.D.

Morphine and Allied Drugs. Br A. K. Rexxoups, Pu.D., Assistant Professor, Depart-
ment of Pharmacology, Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Seotia, and LoweLy O.
Raxpary, Pr.D., Senior Pharmacologist, Hoffmann-La Roche, Inc,, Nutley, New Jer-
sey. Cloth $10.00. Pp. 393, with 14 illustrations. University of Toronto Press,
Toronto 5, Ontario; Oxford Unnemty Press, Ames House, Warwick Sq., Londnn,
E.C., 1857.

This work presents in a single volume much of the available information on narcotic
analgesics. The authors, both of whom have contributed much to our knowledge about
the pharmacology of narcotics, have completed a large task with success. In this exhous-
tive review, 1,779 references are critically reported. The book is divided into four main
sections: the first section deals with morplnnc and its derivatives; the second section re-
views other alkaloids derived from opium; the thlrd is concerned with synthetic nareotie
analgesics; and the fourth, di the antag of analgesics and theories relating
chemieal structure to nnn]gesxc activity. The ‘animal and human plmrmucology of more
than 40 drugs are di d in the appropriate sections. Greater emphnsls is placed on
drugs in clinieal use. A brief summary concludes the text.

The inclusion of most of the important references on narcoties mukes this book in-
valuable to those who wish to carry out investigative work, Its usefulness would have
been enhanced by the inclusion of an author’s index. While the book is primarily slanted
toward the pharmacologist, the broader implications concerning the effects of narcotie
annlgesics on the eirculatory and respiratory systems should he of particular interest to
the anesthesiologist.

Ernrary 8. Sixer, M.D.

Pulmonary Complications of Abdominal Surgery. By ANTHONY R. ANSCOMBE, M.S,,
(Loxp.), F.R.C.S. (Exa.), Senior Lecturer in Surgery and Honorary Consultant, St.
George’s Hospital. Cloth $3.00. Pp. 120 with 36 illustrations. The Year Book
Publishers, Inc., 200 East Illinois St., Chicago, 1957,

This monograph presents the problem of pulmonary complications which occur after
sbdominal surgery. The nuthor‘s purpose is to arouse interest in these complications
from the prophylactic stand y is prevalent among surgeons and an-
esthetists; interest and concern is often cxprwsed only when the “full-blown” complication
exists.

To approach this subject the author concisely reviews the mechanisms of breathing
and methods for evaluation of pulmonary function. Also, use of the “vital spirogram” is
ontlined as a clinical tool for investigation of pulmonary funetion. Consideration is then
given to the etiological factors present in the preoperative, operative, and postoperative
period. Pnrticulurly impressing is the analysis of the influences of types of incisions,

position, pain, dressings and hydrations. Many of these factors have been empirieally

accepted, but, with this presentation, a solid scientific support is evident,

The book is easy to read b of a well-org tline and clearly defined sub-
ject and topic readings. Illustrations and tables are coneise and appropriate, while the
over-nll style of writing is lucid. References and statements are accurate.
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Rarely should one recommend a book as a must, but the reviewer considers that this
monograph is filled with worthwhile practical clinical information, and recommends it to
every anesthesiologist and also to his surgeon colleagues,

Vixcexr J. CoLrins, M.D,

Les méthodes psychosomatiques d 1. sans doul (Histoire, thedrie,
practique). Par LE DocTeur CmasTox, Assistant au Centre de Médieine Psycho-
somatique de Villejuif. Paper 1.500 franes. Pp. 268. L’Expansion frangaise, 15,
rue Saint-Benoit, Paris 6°, 1957.

The history of psychosomatic methods in obstetries, and their practice in Soviet
Russia occupy more than two thirds of the book. There is an extensive bibliography of
458 international references.

VIRGINIA APGar, M.D.

Acta de I'Institut d’Anesthésiologie. Tome V. Publies sous la direction. du Pro-
rESSEUR P. MouLoxGuer. Paper 2,000 franes. Pp. 272, 70 figures et tabeaux. Li-
brarie Arnette, 2, rue Casimir-Delavigne, Paris, 1956.

This fifth volume contains 7 review articles and 11 reports on original work on a
variety of subjects such as cardine arrest, dental anesthesia, premedication in children,
measurement of carbon dioxide during anesthesia, and hypothermia.

A general index for the first 5 volumes is included.

VIRGINIA Argag, M.D.

. Munro Kerr’s Operative Obstetrics. Sixth Edition. Edited by J. Cuassar Mom,
M.A, M.D, F.R.CS. (Ep), F.R.C.0.G., Nuffield Professor of Obstetries and Gy-
necology, University of Oxford, England.. Cloth $20,00. Pp. 1008, 407 illustrations,
4 in color. The Williams & Wilkins Company, Baltimore 2, 1956,

This 1,000-page volume is a beautifully printed and illustrated guide to operative ob-
stetrics. An effort to incorporate the latest information added to a description of some
time-honored but unphysiological treatment in the immediate newborn period results in
some paradoxical information. Hypercarbia is recognized as an integral part of post-
natal depression, yet a “jet” of pure carbon dioxide is recommended to stimulate respira-
tion. Milking the traches, tubbing the infant for asphyxia pallida, and the use of cora-
mine for thiopental depression are also advised. Practicing endotracheal intubation on
dead infants is encouraged. In Chapter 4, nspirntion of vomitus is stated to be involved
in 4 per cent to 5 per cent of maternal deaths, but in chapter on maternal mortality, the
subject is not mentioned. Spinal anesthesia fares rather badly—“meningeal irritation
eommonly follows spinal anesthesin.” No mention is made of the carefully followed
series of pntxcnm in Philadelphia receiving spinal anesthesin. The usnal enthusiastic doses
of drugs given in Britain are again recommended—1: 200 nupercaine, 15 mg. morplune,
500-1,000 mg. of 5 per cent thiopental, 90 per cent nitrous oxide, 4% to 6 grains seco-
bnrbitnl, while surprisingly, the suggested concentration of lidocaine for continuous caudal
anesthesia is 0.5 per cent. - With these exceptions, the chapters on anestheties and resus-
citation are handled fairly well.

VIRGINIA APGAR, M.D.

Expectant Motherhood. Third Edition. By NicmoLsoN J. Eastaax, M.D., Professor
of Obstetrics in The Johns Hopkins University and Obstetrician-in-Chief to The
Johns Hopkins Hospital. Cloth $1.75. Pp. 198, with 13 illustrations. Little,
Brown & Company, 34 Beacon Street, Boston 6, 1957.

This concise volume is reported to have sold 800,000 copies since it was first publuhed
in 1940, It is intended as a reference book for pregnant women and i hapt
the growth of the fetus, diet in pregnancy, common discomforts, the birth of the baby, and
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