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Byline Backstory No. 9: Hanging Sir Humphry—the Davy 
Oil at Hopkins, Yale, and then the Wood Library-Museum

As a Johns Hopkins anesthesiology preceptee, I met a brilliant, plucky pediatric intensivist, Mark C. Rogers, 
M.D. (upper left, image credit: Johns Hopkins Department of Anesthesiology and Critical Care Medicine or 
ACCM). Named chair of the department he had rebranded “ACCM,” Rogers tapped me to be one of his 
first interns. After setting up the departmental museum, we drafted the nation’s first geriatric anesthesiol-
ogy fellowship, a 1984 to 1985 Hopkins–National Institute on Aging collaboration. (Yes, Rogers pioneered 
innovations for both pediatric and geriatric patients!) Following my move to Connecticut, Yale’s charismatic 
chair of anesthesiology, Paul G Barash, M.D. (1942 to 2020, lower left) encouraged my geriatric anesthesia 
lecturing nationwide. After I founded Yale’s departmental museum, Barash blessed my long-distance curating 
for the Wood Library-Museum of Anesthesiology. So, after hanging at Hopkins and then Yale, my family’s oil 
portrait of Sir Humphry Davy (right) ended up hanging at the Wood Library-Museum before gracing a 2011 
cover of Anesthesiology. (Copyright © the American Society of Anesthesiologists’ Wood Library-Museum of 
Anesthesiology, Schaumburg, Illinois.)
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