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believe that decision makers could specify a lower threshold
of negative predictive value that would justify the use of
universal airborne precautions, irrespective of preoperative
test results: given the relatively fixed characteristics of the
reverse transcription polymerase chain reaction test, any
such change would be driven by estimates of population
prevalence. As a specialty, we should engage in a continuous,
transparent process of adapting these policies in collabora-
tion with other leaders and stakeholders in the context of
new information.
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An Online Educational
Platform in the COVID-19
Pandemic

To the Editor:

‘ x J e bring to your attention the unique features of

our specialized departmental coronavirus disease
2019 (COVID-19) website, purpose-built to disseminate
training resources; particularly highlighting the clarity of
the structure and infographics, as well as the efficiency and
acuity required to ensure accuracy. The benefit of having
an online educational platform during the COVID-19
pandemic has been previously reported.! At the start of
the pandemic in the United Kingdom, our anesthesia and
intensive care (usually separate) departments merged. Our
preexisting anesthesia website (https://rfanaesthesia.org)
was rapidly adapted to include a COVID-19 page with
contributions from experts in both specialties.

Clinical guidelines are displayed in sections of anesthe-
sia, intensive care, and obstetrics, including information for
non-medical staff. Infographics are used to facilitate quick
review, either by carousel (e.g., adult advanced life sup-
port, COVID-19 intubation guidance), or one-click access
icons (e.g., COVID-19 ventilation strategy). The training
section includes several video demonstrations and spe-
cific cross-training resources for non-anesthesiologists and
nonintensivists. A detailed communications section high-
lights the most efficient contact pathways between teams
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in different areas of the hospital. The staff wellbeing section
covers information on physical, emotional, and psychologic
support.

In order to remain current, the website is maintained
daily by an attending (M.J.C.) and a resident (L.L.Y.), with
updates logged in a spreadsheet (private access only). Since
the declaration of the COVID-19 pandemic, our website has
had 5,607 page views worldwide, thus demonstrating this
to be an invaluable resource for all members of the multi-
disciplinary team.
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