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ON THE COVER: Ketamine is often used for the management of refractory chronic pain, yet there are few 
trials exploring its analgesic after intravenous administration or in association with magnesium. In this issue of 
Anesthesiology, Pickering et al. report negligible effect of ketamine with or without magnesium 5 weeks after 
intravenous infusion. In an accompanying Editorial, Clark calls for de-emphasizing use of infused ketamine until and 
unless we can determine how to use the drug to benefit patients. Cover Illustration: S. M. Jarret, M.F.A., C.M.I. Photo: 
J. P. Rathmell.

• � Pickering et al.: Ketamine and Magnesium for Refractory Neuropathic Pain: A Randomized, Double-blind,  
Crossover Trial, p. 154

• � Clark: Ketamine for Chronic Pain: Old Drug New Trick? p. 13
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In children less than 2 yr of age, infiltration around the radial artery with 5 
mcg/kg of nitroglycerin in 0.5 ml of saline increased the first success rate 
of arterial cannulation.
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In a randomized trial of 120 patients recovering from transurethral resection 
of bladder tumor, intravenous magnesium substantially reduced discomfort 
with a number needed to treat of only 2. Intravenous magnesium is a 
simple and inexpensive way to reduce bladder discomfort.
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This meta-analysis of 45 articles identified that specific frailty scales may 
be better predictors for some adverse outcomes when compared to others. 
The Clinical Frailty Scale was most strongly associated with mortality and 
discharge not to home. The Edmonton Frail Scale was a better predictor 
of complications. The Frailty phenotype was most strongly associated with 
postoperative delirium. SUPPLEMENTAL DIGITAL CONTENT IS AVAILABLE 
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In a multinational cohort of 8,923 patients experiencing perioperative 
myocardial infarction after intermediate to high-risk noncardiac surgery, 
one in five died within 30 days. Patients age 85 yr or older, and those 
with advanced systemic disease, underweight body mass index, ascites, 
disseminated cancer, sepsis, or dyspnea at rest were at highest risk. 
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The investigators implemented a novel screening system in which anemia 
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collected blood. The automated system identified iron-deficiency anemia far 
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In a single-center cohort study of adults admitted to a surgical intensive 
care unit, preoperative use of angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors 
or angiotensin receptor blockers was not associated with reduced 
postoperative delirium. However, rapidly starting angiotensin-converting 
enzyme inhibitors or angiotensin receptor blockers postoperatively was 
associated with reduced delirium.
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In vivo imaging of neuronal network activity with single cell resolution 
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correlated activity in awake animals, this system-wide organization in 
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at the single cell level in a complex neuronal network confirm previous 
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This study enrolled patients undergoing pelvic robotic surgery and found 
that esophageal balloon calibration significantly improved assessment of 
esophageal pressure when compared with the conventional uncalibrated 
approach to measuring esophageal pressure. SUPPLEMENTAL DIGITAL 
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Using a triple-crossover paradigm, saline, ketamine, and ketamine 
+ magnesium infusions were given to a group of 20 patients with 
chronic neuropathic pain. No effect of either the ketamine or ketamine 
+ magnesium in terms of pain relief over the 35 days after infusions 
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SUPPLEMENTAL DIGITAL CONTENT IS AVAILABLE IN THE TEXT

BASIC SCIENCE

Distinct Function of Estrogen Receptors in the Rodent Anterior 
Cingulate Cortex in Pain-related Aversion

K.-K. Zang, X. Xiao, L.-Q. Chen, Y. Yang, Q.-L. Cao, Y.-L. Tang,  
S.-S. Lv, H. Cao, L. Zhang, Y.-Q. Zhang............................................165

Blockade of the estrogen receptor-β but not the estrogen receptor-α 
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receptor controlling the affective components of pain-related behaviors in 
laboratory models. SUPPLEMENTAL DIGITAL CONTENT IS AVAILABLE IN 
THE TEXT

Neural Selective Cryoneurolysis with Ice Slurry Injection in a  
Rat Model

L. Garibyan, S. M. Tuchayi, Y. Wang, A. Khodorova,  
A. Stemmer-Rachamimov, M. Purschke, S. Osseiran, C. L. Evans,  
J. Mao, G. Strichartz, R. R. Anderson...............................................185
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slurry preparation was shown to provide analgesic effects for at least 
60 days. Disruption of myelin sheaths recovered by 112 days after 
injections, suggesting that the slurry-induced cryoneurolysis is reversible. 
Providing sustained analgesia using injected ice slurries may be possible. 
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