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Kelsey and Sampsell’s Vitalized Air: Anesthetic or
“Aenesthetic”?

Compliments of
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The aenesthetic used by us is the safest
known. Vitalized air (a new name
for gas) administered. 3
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As early as 1883 from Elyria, Ohio, Drs. Lorenzo C. Kelsey (1824 to 1895) and James A. Sampsell (1845 to
1906) were advertising their preferred “aenesthetic” (lower, from their trade card’s reverse), which had been
patented 30 miles to their northwest, in Cleveland. Branded as “vitalized air,” this combination of nitrous oxide
with chloroform and alcohol would become one of America’s most widely used anesthetics in the 1890s. With
the passing of Kelsey in 1895, the partnership of “Kelsey & Sampsell” (upper, that trade card’s obverse) dissolved
and Sampsell moved south to try peddling vitalized air in New Orleans. (Copyright © the American Society
of Anesthesiologists’ Wood Library-Museum of Anesthesiology.)
George S. Bause, M.D., M.PH., Clinical Associate Professor, Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio.
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