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Complex Information for Anesthesiologists Presented Quickly and Clearly

The carotid body regulates the re-
sponse to isocapnic hypoxia. Glomus
cells detect hypoxia and depolarize,
activating the glossopharyngeal nerve
and leading to hyperventilation.!
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and neuromuscular blocking agents all
blunt this response.
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Prior work found this effect for vecuro-
nium, pancuronium and atracurium for
TOF < 0.9, mediated postsynaptically.?

Neuronal nicotinic ACh receptor

In this issue, Broens et al.? evaluate the hypoxic response after reversal
of rocuronium-induced neuromuscular blockade, comparing:
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Ilz;esp:eétive of reversal approach, the hypoxic
response was diminished at TOF = 1, and was
on average 18% below baseline.

Neuromuscular recovery is necessary, but not sufficient,
for minimizing the risk of impaired hypoxic response.

ACh, acetylcholine; TOF, train of four.
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