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Laughing “Gas Administered”: A Deathbed Blotter from 
Bucharest’s Horace David

Two years after Bucharest became a capital city, a nearly 4-yr-old Horace S. David arrived in 1883 at the Port 
of New York as a Romanian immigrant. A decade later, after moving from state to state, his family settled finally 
in New York. Three years after earning his D.D.S. from New York Dental School, Dr. David was naturalized in 
1905 as a U.S. citizen. From the Wood Library-Museum’s Ben Z. Swanson Collection, the ink blotter (above) 
advertised his services, including “Gas Administered.” Sadly, the blotter was issued by his Manhattan office just 
shortly before Dr. David passed away at 50 yr of age. (Copyright © the American Society of Anesthesiologists’ 
Wood Library-Museum of Anesthesiology.) 
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