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Daily Nitrous Oxide for “Pupblic” Patients of Dr. C. C. Haskell

From Springfield, Massachusetts, Dr. Clarence Crowell Haskell (1858 to 1917) published a ca. 1870 pamphlet adver-
tising (left) that he administered nitrous oxide “every day.” By touting that “3000 teeth already extracted testify to the 
superiority of the gas over all other anesthetics,” Dr. Haskell was mimicking pioneer anesthetist G. Q. Colton, who had 
advertised his own revival of nitrous-oxide anesthesia. With Haskell’s slogan (upper right), “Ether administered when 
desired,” he afforded an alternate anesthetic for those not happy to receive laughing gas. “Pupblic” patients (lower right) 
could only pray that Dr. Haskell could administer anesthetics better than he could spell or proofread…. (Copyright © the 
American Society of Anesthesiologists’ Wood Library-Museum of Anesthesiology.)
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