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Tintype and Chloroform Inhaler of Confederate Surgeon J. J. Chisolm, 
Not Chisholm

One of the most misspelled names in medical history is that of John Julian Chisolm, M.D. (1830 to 1903). He was 
not Julian John Chisholm…. Fortunately, this image (left), reconstructed from a tintype in the collection of the Wood 
Library-Museum, has captured his visage more accurately than medical literature has recorded Chisolm’s name. An 
1850 graduate of the Medical College of the State of South Carolina (MCSSC), Chisolm treated Civil War wounded from 
the Battle of Fort Sumter and then served as a Confederate Surgeon in both Virginia and South Carolina. From 1867 
through 1872, Dr. Chisolm served as dean at the MCSSC and then the University of Maryland School of Medicine. As 
illustrated not in Chisolm’s masterwork, A Manual of Military Surgery, for the Use of Surgeons in the Confederate Army, 
but in a Tiemann catalog, his namesake Chisolm inhaler (right) spared use of chloroform, with which the Confederacy 
was undersupplied. (Copyright © the American Society of Anesthesiologists’ Wood Library-Museum of Anesthesiology.)
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