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Appendix 1. (Continued)

A Cocaine Beverage…from Brooklyn: Ola Laboratories’ Spicy Blend 
of Cola, Coca, and Maté

Even though the United States government had tightened restrictions on the public’s access to cocaine and coca leaf 
products, Brooklyn’s Ola Laboratories, Inc., copyrighted in 1935 its “invigorating” drink as “Ola” (above). The beverage 
blended “coca leaf, kola nuts, [and yerba] maté,” flavored with fruit, spices, and bitters and combined with caramel, 
sugar cane juice, and carbonated water. By combining one of North Americans’ most popular beverage combina-
tions—cola with coca— with one of South Americans’ favorites—yerba maté, Ola should have been a carbonated sales 
sensation. Instead its rollout fizzled, and the Brooklyn firm was absorbed by Len-Ola Laboratories. (Copyright © the 
American Society of Anesthesiologists’ Wood Library-Museum of Anesthesiology.)
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