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As time went on, I became cautiously optimistic. More than 2 years after the initial event, 
John seems to have beaten the odds. We are grateful for the care he received. As a physician, 
this experience has changed my practice. I am spending more time in conversation with 
my patients. Sometimes the extra time slows down the clinic and makes everybody late. 
But John’s experience has reminded me that being heard and understood is part of healing.
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Judge Misjudges: Chicago Edges Out New York for the Columbian 
Exposition

On the cover of its August 10, 1889, issue, the American satirical weekly magazine Judge portrayed Christopher 
Columbus with his left hand planting an 1892 banner and his right one pointing a sword to a map of Manhattan. 
Neither depicted act by Columbus would prove correct with regards to the upcoming 400th anniversary celebration 
of his “discovering America.” Bypassing New York City, the U.S. Congress selected Chicago to host the World’s 
Columbian Exposition, and that world’s fair actually occurred in 1893. Frankly, Manhattan or Chicago would have 
suited as an exposition site for the “Master of the Science and Art of Anaesthesia,” Pittsburgh’s Samuel J. Hayes, 
D.D.S., M.S.A. (1833 to 1897). At “Chicago’s Columbian Exposition,” orange-covered copies of the world’s first 
anesthesia journal, The Dental & Surgical Microcosm, were distributed by Dr. Hayes, the journal’s proprietor and 
controlling editor. Each journal advertised the nearby Post Graduate School of Anaesthesia, which Hayes had 
founded. Weekday mornings, physicians and dentists at Hayes’ school learned how to administer anesthesia; in 
the afternoons, postgraduates were free to attend the Columbian Exposition. (Copyright © the American Society 
of Anesthesiologists’ Wood Library-Museum of Anesthesiology.)
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