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A Floridian Salute to a Clevelander: Liberty Ship SS Harvey Cushing

SS HARVEY CUSHING
Delivered November 11, 1943 by
St. John's River Shipbuilding Co.
Jacksonville, Florida

o

This postal cover (above) commemorates the 1943 delivery of the “Liberty Ship” SS Harvey Cushing and the
celebrity of its namesake surgeon and anesthesia pioneer (Harvey Williams Cushing, M.D., “Father of Modern
Neurosurgery”; Johns Hopkins, Harvard, and Yale Universities, USA) (1869-1939). Anesthesiologists salute Dr.
Cushing for popularizing the use of anesthetic records and of intraoperative monitoring of patients’ blood pressures
and vital sounds (breathing and heart beat). This cover was postally cancelled in the city where Dr. Cushing was
born and where he was buried—Cleveland, Ohio. (Copyright © the American Society of Anesthesiologists, Inc.)
George S. Bause, M.D., M.RH., Honorary Curator, ASA’s Wood Library-Museum of Anesthesiology, Schaumburg,
Illinois, and Clinical Associate Professor, Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio. UJYC@aol.com.
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