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ANESTHESIOLOGY

Epidural Injections and the
New Subspecialty of Pain Medicine
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Part B National Summary File

Cumulative Number of ABMS Board

Count of Procedures from Medicare
Certified Pain Medicine Subspecialists

W= Single lumbar (62311)

@ Single lumbar transforaminal (64483)
@ Single cervical/thoracic (62310)

&= Single cervical/thoracic transforaminal (64479) ABMS: American Board of Medical Specialties

ABMS Pain Medicine Subspecialists

We extracted the number of epidural injections performed between 2000 and 2012 for Medicare patients using the Centers forMedicare
& Medicaid Services.* Single-shot lumbar epidural injections were identified by Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes 62311
(interlaminar) and 64483 (transforaminal). Single-shot cervical and thoracic epidural injections were identified by CPT codes 62310 (inter-
laminar)and 64479 (transforaminal). The total procedure counts per year were plotted (left axis), separating lumbar fromcervical and tho-
racic single-shot injections, and transforaminal fromnontransforaminal injections. The cumulative number of American Board of Medicine
Specialties Certified Pain Medicine Subspecialistst were plotted per year (right axis).
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*Physician/SupplierProcedure Summary MasterFile. Available at:http://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Files-for-Order/
NonldentifiableDataFiles/PhysicianSupplierProcedureSummaryMasterFilehtml. Accessed August 29, 2014.

T Data provided by the American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc., and represents the total number of physicians from all primary medical
specialties with subspecialty board certification in Pain Medicine.
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