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Professor Ralph Waters’ Hickman Medal

In London in April of 1944, the Royal Society of Medicine awarded its fourth Hickman Medal, to Professor Ralph 
M. Waters of the University of Wisconsin. Waters had founded one of the world’s premiere academic departments 
of anesthesiology. His Hickman Medal features the visage of carbon dioxide’s “suspended animation” pioneer, 
Henry Hill Hickman, on the obverse (high right) and the female form of “Anaesthesia, Victrix Dolorum” on the 
reverse. Ironically, Hickman was famous clinically for using carbon dioxide; Waters, for removing it. (Copyright © the 
American Society of Anesthesiologists, Inc.)
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