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This month, January of 2010, marks the 113th anniversary of the final issue of The Dental and Surgical
Microcosm, or D&SM. As it had been from 1891 to 1897, all issues of the D&SM had been indexed and
subtitled as “A Quarterly Magazine, Devoted Chiefly to the Science of Anaesthesia and Anaesthetics.”
During its 6.5-yr publication run, D&SM was never challenged about its claim of having been “the first and
only journal in the world devoted chiefly to the science of Anaesthesia.” The world’s first anesthesia journal
ceased publication when its proprietor and controlling editor expired in June of 1897. (Copyright © the
American Society of Anesthesiologists, Inc. This image appears in color in the Anesthesiology Reflections

online collection available at www.anesthesiology.org.)
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